Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                             September 17, 2017
Revelation 19:2-5 The Great Wedding Supper (Part 2: Saints United)
Revelation 19:2 - “For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.”
Saints have united in praise of the one true God which includes aspects of the fate of the unsaved.  What are they?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Righteous” or in the Greek, “Dikaios” means, “virtuous, upright, honorable”; “judgment” or “Krisis” meaning, “evaluation, decision and execution”; “avenged” or “Ekdikeo” meaning, “vindicate.”
· Literal Application: “…because His judgments are true and virtuous on the basis of which He has evaluated and dealt with the great whore, who has been corrupting the earth with her immorality; and He has vindicated the blood of His bondservants at her expense.”
· Contextual & Comparison: V 1 proves a unified doxology as, in v 2, Saints unite to affirm God’s action as right:
a. For 3.5 years, Babylon corrupted the world with a monopoly on trade and blasphemous idolatry.  Merchants and world leaders were taken by a sorcery part economic domination and part philosophical error which led mankind astray (Rev. 18:23).  In her quest of economic determinism, a refined Marxism, God’s servants stood in her way and were slain;
b. God’s response is critical to our understanding.  He is not “mean”.  He is not “overreacting”.  He is, however, operating according to the Latin term lex talionis or the law of talon: a retaliation authorized by law, in which the punishment corresponds in kind and degree to the injury;

c. In many people’s minds, fairness is everyone receiving exactly what he or she deserves. If God were completely “fair,” by this definition, we would all spend eternity in hell paying for our sin, which is exactly what we deserve.  A synonym for fair is just, and the Bible is unequivocal that God is just: “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he” (Deuteronomy 32:4).  God is “fair” in that He is unbiased, honest, and just.  In short, He is not overreacting.
V 3: That the smoke of Babylon’s destruction should forever ascend is only another way of saying that the everlasting nature of hell is as the everlasting nature of heaven and of the throne of God.  Heaven is eternal; hell is everlasting because God is both everlasting and eternal and His judgments, being true and just, are as well.  The passage does not say that the smoke of Babylon’s destruction will ascend everlastingly on the earth.  There is to be, “a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13) AND in which a remembrance of the former will have passed away (Rev. 21:4: “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.”)  But: the unsaved are in the judgment of Hades prior to the Great White Throne judgment – in the midst of the smoke of torment - and afterward punished in the literal lake of fire (Rev. 20:14) in the everlasting or continuing smoke of torment.
V 4: Underscoring how precious and privileged are we humans, the only creation made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), only the saints in Heaven offered the doxology of vv 1-2.  Now all the heavenly order of creatures join in a cosmic unison affirming God with details already provided in Rev. 4:4-10.
V 5: “Praise” or “Aineo” literally means, “to extol, exult, worship”; “Phobeo” or “reverential obedience”.  In short, an order is given: “And a voice came from the throne saying, ‘Exult and worship our Lord, all His servants, and those who are reverent and obedient to Him, small and great.’”
True worship is not confined to what we do in church or open praise (although these things are both good, and we are told in the Bible to do them). True worship is the acknowledgment of God and all His power and glory in everything we do. The highest form of praise and worship is obedience to Him and His Word. To do this, we must know God; we cannot be ignorant of Him (Acts 17:23). Worship is to glorify and exalt God—to show our loyalty and admiration to our Father.
· Conclusion: “For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, To The Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.” – Acts 17:23.  The kingdom of evil is in the process of raising Babylon – a sorcery part economic domination and part philosophical error to lead mankind astray.  Amazon developing drones to get your purchase to you quicker, knowing it but wets the appetite for more.  Assertions ranging for there is no God to too many gods to bother with resulting in the tragic error espousing only myself as true reality…only I matter.  As Paul, I declare our God is not the author of confusion but of light and life and without Him you cannot be fulfilled for only He can satisfy as we are His creation.  The message of Jesus is to stop running; stand still: know that I am God; accept me as Savior and live for Me.  Only then will you find fulfillment.  Come to the cross.
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