Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                             September 24, 2017
Revelation 19:6-10 The Great Wedding Supper (Part 3: Focus upon Christ)
Revelation 19:6 - “And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”
Perhaps the most unusual aspect of this wedding is the attention upon the bridegroom as opposed to the bride.  Why?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Lord” in the Greek, “Kurios” means, “owner, sovereign, possessor, disposer”; “God” or “Theos” meaning, “supreme divinity”; “omnipotent” or “Pantokrator” meaning, “holding sway; ruler.”
· Literal Application: “And I heard what sounded like the roar of a great crowd and like the sound of many waters and like the crash of mighty thunders saying, ‘Hallelujah! Because our God (who is supreme), the sovereign ruler Lord Almighty has begun to reign.’”
· Contextual & Comparison: This occasion marks incredible prophetic fulfillment:
V 6: The last phrase signals:

· Jesus descending from the right hand of God (Psalm 110:1)

· Jesus takes His place upon David’s throne (2 Sam. 7:12-13; Lk 1:32)

· Jesus’ enemies have been made His footstools (Psalm 110:1)
· Holy Spirit’s ministry to Gentiles is completed (Acts 15:14-18; Rev. 10:7)

· The mystery of Gentile inclusion is fulfilled (Ephesians 3:1-8)

· Gentile time over; no longer overrunning Jerusalem (Luke 21:24)

· Israel’s partial blindness is healed (Romans 11:25)
· Gabriel’s promise to Mary to be fulfilled (Luke 1:30-33).

Vv 7-8: Again, the last phrase of v 8 “for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints” signals:
· A person prepares by becoming a believer in the Lamb of God as Savior
· A believer prepares by following the Lamb…work and labor exhaustively…live righteously and godly as the Lamb lived and lives
· A believer prepares by doing the righteous thing in life’s situations
· A true believer may expect a linen garment related to deeds & acts; reward(s); position and responsibility; faithfulness.
Remember: Scripture declares emphatically that there will be positions in the new heaven and earth of labor and service – responsibility and duty assigned to those who are faithful.  The unfaithful and half-faithful will not so be assigned; their reward is not as great.  What and how much we will be assigned to oversee and reign over depends on our faithfulness now.  These robes of the great Wedding Supper will be righteous deeds and works, showing position and authority everlastingly.  There are ten rewards dealing with our work, position and rule:

1. Being made exalted beings (Revelation 7:9-12)

2. Being made ruler over many things (Matthew 25:23)

3. Being given the Kingdom of God (James 2:5; Matthew 25:34)

4. Being given a position of rule & authority (Luke 12:42-44; 22:28-29; 1 Corinthians 6:2-3)

5. Being given eternal responsibility & joy (Matthew 25:21, 23)

6. Being given rule & authority over cities (Luke 19:17, 19)

7. Being given thrones and privilege of reigning forever (Rev. 20:4; 22:5)

8. Being given the privilege of surrounding God’s throne (Rev. 7:9-10; 20:4)
9. Being made priests (Revelation 20:6)

10. Being made kings (Revelation 1:5; 5:10)

Vv 9-10: The marriage supper reflects the marriage custom of the ancient world:
· Legal: The marriage consummation executed by parents of the betrothed; a dowry paid; divorce is required to break the union

· Custody: A year later, the husband possesses his bride (Mt. 25:1-13)

· Celebration: The marriage supper (Cana: John 2:1-12)

Contrast with Revelation 19:

· Legal: The marriage consummation on earth executed when one accepts Christ as Savior; dowry the blood; divorce impossible
· Custody: Later, Christ takes possession of his bride via the rapture;

· Celebration: The marriage supper follows as the third and final step

· Conclusion: The implication of this passage is that while all who accept Christ wear the garment of imputed righteousness, there are those few (Mt. 22:14) who have garments of linen.  There are those who, “If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.” (1 Cor. 3:15) – salvation but nothing else.  Paul himself had a fear: “But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” (1 Cor. 9:27).  Care to our walk is critical.
I dream’t death came the other night and heaven’s gate swung wide; With kindly grace, an angel came and ushered me inside // And there, to my astonishment, stood folks I’d known on earth; some I judged as quite unfit, or of but little worth. // Indignant words rose to my lips, but never were set free; For every face showed stunned surprise, no one expected ME.
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