Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                              December 31, 2017
2 Corinthians 5:17 – The Newness in Christ
2 Corinthians 5:17 - “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
Transformed from being spiritually disconnected with God as a result of the fall (Genesis 2:17) to being reconnected by Christ’s work on the cross, we enjoy newness of life.  What is newness of life?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: The church in Corinth began in A.D. 52 when Paul visited there on his second missionary journey.  Corinth was one of the most wealthy and powerful cities in ancient Greece.  Being a prominent shipping port, Corinthians were exposed to all kinds of beliefs and practices, forcing Paul to write this letter addressing issues that were tearing the church apart: primarily the arrival of self-styled (false) apostles (2 Corinthians 11:13) who were assaulting Paul’s character, sowing discord among the believers, and teaching false doctrine.  There were also some people who had not repented of their licentious behavior (2 Corinthians 12:20-21).  
· Grammatical Usage: “New” or in the Greek, “Kainos” literally meaning, “novel; unprecedented”; “creature” or “Ktisis” or “being”; “things” or “Archaios” meaning, “original” in the sense of human condition.
· Literal Application: “The result is that if any man is associated with Christ, an unprecedented new being exists; the old relations have passed away; behold, original relations now exist.”
· Contextual/Comparison: A phenomenal blindness is the only thing that could account for the total absence from the writings of so many scholars (57 commentaries by my personal count) of any reference whatever to this little prepositional phrase “in Christ” which is nothing if not THE VERY EYE OF CHRISTIANITY. Paul used this expression, or its equivalent, 169 times! In Christ, we are reconnected spiritually to God after the fall - a new spiritual life is given to the convert; in Christ all of our previous sins are cancelled; in Christ we are endowed with the Holy Spirit; in Christ a new and glorious life begins; in Christ old values are rejected and old standards repudiated; in Christ are "all spiritual blessings" (Ephesians 1:3); out of Christ, there is nothing but death, remorse, hopelessness and condemnation; in Christ there is new life everlasting!

Jesus Himself clarified our life in Him: “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)  
This word “abundant” in the Greek is “perisson”, meaning “exceedingly, beyond measure, a quantity so abundant as to be considerably more than what one would expect or anticipate.” In short, Jesus promises us a life far better than we could ever imagine, a concept reminiscent of 1 Corinthians 2:9: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him.” (Ephesians 3:20).

The Bible tells us that wealth, prestige, position, and power in this world are not God's priorities for us (1 Corinthians 1:26-29). 

Abundant life is everlasting life, a life that begins the moment we come to Christ and receive Him as Savior, and goes on forever. The biblical definition of life — specifically everlasting life — is provided by Jesus Himself: “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3). 

So, what is the abundant life? First, abundance is spiritual abundance, not material. Solomon had all the material blessings available to a man yet found it all to be meaningless (Ecclesiastes 5:10-15). Paul, on the other hand, was content in whatever physical circumstances he found himself (Philippians 4:11-12).
Second, everlasting life, the life a Christian is truly concerned with, is not determined by duration but by a relationship with God (1 John 5:11-13).
Finally, a Christian's life revolves around “grow[ing] in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). This teaches us that the abundant life is a continual process of learning, practicing, and maturing, as well as failing, recovering, adjusting, enduring, and overcoming, because, in our present state, “we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror” (1 Corinthians 13:12). 
· Conclusion: Although we are naturally desirous of material things, as Christians our perspective on life must be revolutionized (Romans 12:2). Just as we become new creations when we come to Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), so must our understanding of “abundance” be transformed. True abundant life consists of an abundance of love, joy, peace, and the rest of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), not an abundance of “stuff.” It consists of life that is everlasting, and, therefore, our interest is in the life hereafter, not the temporal. Paul admonishes us, “Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:2-3).
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