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Christ, Hate and True Freedom
Independence Day in America is anything but ‘independent’ as, culturally and legislatively, the kingdom of evil seeks the subjection of heart, mind, and therefore the very soul of every person created in the image of God.
John 15:18: ““If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you.”

· Grammatical Usage: “World” on in the Greek, “kosmos” meaning, “orderly moral arrangement”; “Hate” or “misei” meaning, “to detest”.
· Literal Interpretation: If the prevailing culture detests you, understand that it detested me before it detested you.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  How significant and powerful is this generated hatred? Jesus said: “The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in law” (Luke 12:53). 
What are the agitating factors which result in such irritation, strife and hatred? Why does the world hate Christianity? Primarily because:
1. JESUS IS EXCLUSIVE 15:18, 22; 14:6.  The implication: the world says this is unacceptable (v 19) by: 
a. The crusade of our ‘tolerate’ society under the guise of freedom.  The greatest threat to Christianity today is TOLERANCE!  Peter before the Sanhedrin said: “We must obey God rather than human beings!” (Acts 5:29). Whatever pressure society brings to bear, the follower of Christ knows who his Lord is and chooses to obey Him. In a sinful world that hates Christ, this naturally leads to conflict. The “tolerance” espoused by the world leaves no room for Christian convictions, but, for the redeemed who walk in the Spirit, Christian convictions are indispensable. The problem comes when “tolerate” is defined in a manner that implies an acceptance or even approval of what one finds offensive. A Christian with Biblical convictions accepts the fact that people sin, but must still call it “sin.” A Christian’s convictions do not allow approval of sin.  No amount of sensitivity training or encounter group sessions changes this whether within the framework of the culture or the true Church.
b. The manipulation of materialism to force acceptance (Luke 4:6)  

2. SIN IS DAMNING (v 22; 3:18-20).  If sin is to be dealt with, three things will have to occur on the part of those who embrace Jesus:

a. Confession: (1 John 1:9).  Confession of sin is the admission of what we did and the agreement with God that our actions or words were wrong.  A factor that hinders the confession of sin is ignorance. In our modern age, people are growing more biblically illiterate.  The neglect of Scripture means that many  are woefully ignorant of God’s standards. 
b. Repentance (Luke 13:3).  Many understand the term repentance to mean “a turning from sin.” Regretting sin and turning from it is related to repentance, but it is not the precise meaning of the word. In the Bible, the word repent means “to change one’s mind.” The Bible also tells us that true repentance will result in a change of actions to all sin (Luke 3:8–14; Acts 3:19). In summarizing his ministry, Paul declares, “I preached that they should repent and turn to God and demonstrate their repentance by their deeds” (Acts 26:20). The full biblical definition of repentance is a change of mind demonstrated in an on-going change of action.
c. Surrender (15:20; Matthew 16:24; Luke 9:23) 

3. SATAN IS DECEPTIVE: (16:2-3; 2 Corinthians 11:3)  Satan:

a. Lies (John 8:44) 
b. Blinds (2 Corinthians 4:4) 

c. Controls (Ephesians 2:2)  

What is the result and what should be one’s response:

1. PROPHECY IS ACCURATE (v 25)
a. More than 200 million Christians in over 60 nations face persecution each day, 60% of these are children

b. 150,000 to 165,000 are martyred each year.
2. Biblical Response

When a believer finds that his Christian convictions are in conflict with someone’s take on tolerance, he should immediately do the following things: 

a. Watch and pray (Luke 21:36)
b. Examine our convictions to make sure they are based on what the Bible actually says, rather than personal preferences
c. Commit to loving our enemies and doing good to them (Matthew 5:38–48) 

d. Purpose in our heart to engage the conflict “with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12)

e. If legal issues come into play, explore his rights under the law (see Acts 16:37–38; 21:39).

Even in the midst of a conflict between godly convictions and secular tolerance, Christians must demonstrate Christ’s love and righteousness, exemplifying how truth and love can coexist. In every situation, we should exhibit “deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom” (James 3:13). Our conduct should be such “that those who speak maliciously against [our] good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander” (1 Peter 3:16).
· Conclusion: Is your citizenship in Heaven?  Then this world proves strangely dim.
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