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Judah in Captivity #3: Daniel’s Faith, Pressure and God   
Previously in Daniel 1, we studied the methods employed to convert Daniel and his three friends from Hebrews to Babylonians, yet another failed attempt at ‘cancel culture’.  Daniel was a young Hebrew exiled in Babylon who, along with his friends, stood alone in a society that honored foreign 'gods'. Through this dream God reminded Daniel that He was the One who was in control, ordaining the rise and fall of kingdoms. Though exiled, Daniel sees the God of Israel firmly in control even in pagan Babylon! Take heart as we live in societies that no longer honor God, yet He is in control!
· Contextual/Comparison: Dividing Daniel 2 into two parts, beginning with vv 1-23, Daniel displays characteristics of faith in the face of crisis:
1. Daniel had composure (v 14).  Leading up to this display:
a. A God-given bad night’s sleep (vv 1-4).  Have you ever had a dream so vivid and real that you woke up startled, sweating, or with a pounding heart? King Nebuchadnezzar had one of those, but with a twist - it was totally God-given, shaking this king to his very core. God has been known to disturb a person's sleep from time to time but always at an opportune time.  Nebuchadnezzar saw a great and impressive statue that was smashed to pieces by a stone – was it him?  Was it his kingdom? He has all the power and wealth of the then known world but death is a great leveler and the king demands answers! All of a sudden, nothing else matters;

b. Job speaks to this: “For God does speak--now one way, now another-- though man may not perceive it. (15) In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, (16) he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, (17) to turn man from wrongdoing and keep him from pride, (18) to preserve his soul from the pit, his life from perishing by the sword” (Job 33:14-18);
c. Wise and wise-guys: Nebuchadnezzar was 'terrified with warnings' summoning his 'wise men' - basically a bunch of Spiritists and New Agers, the only ones not asked to consult were the Bible believers. On pain of death, the wise must prove themselves.  On a true spiritual level, it is God who is behind this. And be assured that when God causes extreme things to happen (then or now), it is so He can act extremely.  God allows things to happen in our lives that are completely out of our control so that God HAS to act! And then God, and only God, is glorified.  
Daniel 2:14a: “Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom”
· Grammatical Usage: “Counsel” or in Aramaic, “eta'” means, “prudence: caution, care, tact”; “wisdom” or “T@`em” (Aramaic) means, “judgment” as to right vs wrong.
· Literal Interpretation: Then Daniel responded with tact and discretion…
· Contextual/Comparison (continued): King Nebuchadnezzar has asked the impossible, which the king's magicians and astrologers openly acknowledge. Only the 'gods' can provide an answer for this and 'they do not live among men.' Well, the real God does dwell with His people: the point of the engagement.  For Daniel, it is the presence of the Living God that allows him to be gloriously detached from the pressure of circumstance, a working out of Pr. 3:25-26.
2. Not only is Daniel composed, he was courageous (v 16), going head to head with a king, and coming out controlling the crisis. Truth is, when you know God is on your side you can be outrageously courageous.  In our day the pressure is on more and more. There is pressure with jobs, health, relationships... far more strain upon families and difficulties in raising children...world financial turmoil and associated anxiety are increasing. Things are getting harder. There is a shaking going on so that those things that are unshakable may remain (Heb. 12:26-29). Daniel was able to remain calm when the pressure came on because of his close relationship to the Lord.  Are you convinced of the faithfulness of God?;

3. Daniel sought communion with God (v 17). Daniel and his friends plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery. They prayed! Daniel's confidence was in God, so he immediately sought communion with the Lord and with other like-minded.  There is no doubt that in these days we need prayer, we need each other, and we need to be praying for each other!  Make sure you have people around you that you can ask to pray in times of trial. Daniel did. And make sure you take things straight away to the Lord instead of fretting and worrying about them for a while!
4. In crisis and under trial, there is always an opportunity and the need for praise (v 19). Daniel said 'He reveals deep and hidden things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with him.' God reveals the reasons concerning the dark times that we go through. Job 12:13-23 is a similar passage to Daniel 2:19-23. Job 12:22 tells us: 'He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings deep shadows into the light.'  What we consider times of darkness is but light to the Lord and used of the Lord.
· Conclusion: In our age the pressure is on but God knows what lies in the darkness. Be like Daniel and commit all things unto the one who holds our lives in His hand.  He is still the God of the impossible. He reveals deep and hidden things. And He gives wisdom and power to those in need.  In need?  Just ask!
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