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Judah in Renewal 30: Marrying Heartache
Nehemiah has been a great leader for God’s little flock amidst the rubble of Jerusalem.  Now he leads in Nehemiah 13 by reacting to incompatible relationships.
· Contextual/Comparison: God keeps His Word: God continually uses His Word.  Following Nehemiah’s return to Jerusalem, he is shocked at the spiritual decay evidenced by previous personal and cultural sins.  Having dealt with corrupted worship in the temple, then corrupted lifestyles, he now deals with misguided marriages:

I. Alert to the Issue
Nehemiah 13:23: “In those days also I saw the Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab.”

· Grammatical Usage:  “Saw” or in the Hebrew, “ra'ah” meaning, “see; perceive; discern”; “married” or “yashab” meaning, “to settle and dwell with.”
· Literal Interpretation: In those days also I became aware, perceiving and discerning how the Jews who had settled and dwelled with the women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab.
II. Alert to the Result

Five Common Problems In Marrying The Wrong Person:

A. The unequal yoke is a result of Scripture ignorance – vv 23
B. The unequal yoke confuses children – v 24
C. The unequal yoke often results in incompatibility between loved ones – v 25
III. 
Alert to Lack of Fear 
“Do we then hear about you that you have committed all this great evil by acting unfaithfully against our God by marrying foreign women?"

· Characterized not just as evil or wickedness; but a great evil
· The absence of fear towards God

· It is a choice: Proverbs 1:29 
1. It is wrong behavior: Psalm 36:1; Malachi 3:5; Romans 3:18
2. Lack of humility, disobedience to God: Jeremiah 44:10
3. Despising the Lord: Proverbs 14:2 

4. Spiritual adultery: Jeremiah 3:8 

5. Rebellious - toward both God and people: Proverbs 24:21; Jeremiah 5:23-24 
6. Murdering others (here referring to the attitude of a nation): Deuteronomy 25:18
7. Not caring about others; unconcerned about justice: Luke 18:2-4
8. Hating knowledge: Proverbs 1:29
9. Moral folly: Proverbs 1:7
10. Hard-hearted: Proverbs 28:14
11. Being hotheaded and self-confident: Proverbs 14:16
· Consequences of a lack of fear of God:

1. God will deal with them: Psalm 55:19
2. They will reap the consequences of their attitude and actions: Proverbs 1:29-31
3. Potential shortened life: Proverbs 10:27; Ecclesiastes  8:13
4. On a national level - judgment / destruction / lack of leadership: Hosea 10:3
IV. 
Alert to Foolishness -- No Wisdom from Lessons of History

"Did not Solomon king of Israel sin regarding these things? Yet among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel; nevertheless the foreign women caused even him to sin.”
· King Solomon was greatly used by God, receiving wisdom and riches from God, building the temple in which God dwelt 

· God used Solomon to write three books of the Bible: Proverbs, Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastes

· On the other hand, King Solomon also sinned greatly against the Lord (1 Kings 11:3–13), marrying pagan wives, built pagan altars and even participated in pagan worship himself
· The book of Ecclesiastes is a dark study on a life lived apart from God. Solomon recounts his wasted years and finds no joy in them, only futility, vanity, and “a chasing after the wind” (Ecc. 1:14).
V. 
Alert to Obedience

“Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and act treacherously against our God by marrying foreign women?”
Obedience is defined as “dutiful or submissive compliance to the commands of one in authority.” 
· “Dutiful” means it is our obligation to obey God
· “Submissive” indicates that we yield our wills to God’s

· “Commands” speaks of the Scriptures in which God has clearly delineated His instructions 

· “One in authority” is God Himself, whose authority is total and unequivocal.
· Conclusion: To whom is your allegiance?  To Nehemiah, no other than God Himself.
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