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Jude 1 – Description of Believers
Jude 1 - “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called….”
Who is Jude?  What is the message?  Why study it now?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  Jude writes that evil works are the evidence of apostasy. He admonishes us to contend for the faith, for there are tares among the wheat. False prophets are in the church and the saints are in danger. Jude is a small but important book worthy of study, written for application by the Christian of today.
· Grammatical Usage: “Sanctified” or in the Greek, “Hagiazo” meaning, “called, set apart”; “preserved” or “Tereo” meaning, “kept; guard, care for.”
· Literal Application: Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, to the called ones who have always been loved by God, the Father and who have always been kept by Jesus Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Jude begins with three essential points:
1. A servant: Jesus’ half-brothers, James and Jude, did not believe in Him while He was ministering on earth (John 7:5), but were converted after the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7) confirmed by Acts 1:14 as Jesus’ “brethren” were in prayer awaiting the Holy Spirit.  While 1 Corinthians 9:5 states “the brethren of the Lord” were well known, Jude could not bring himself to identify with Jesus in any other way than a servant.  Why?  Jude realized that Jesus exchanged our worthlessness for His infinite worth, our sin for His righteousness, and the life we now live, we live by faith in the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us (Galatians 2:20).  The last mention of Joseph, Jude’s father, was when Jesus was 12 after which Jesus technically becomes head of the family.  Given the family dynamics, Jude being the youngest, having been overshadowed by Jesus…even defined by his Half-brother’s ministry, Jude rejected Him given what appeared to be a colossal failure and family embarrassment…until Jude saw the living Christ.  Hence his specific, personal reference to being a “servant”.
Seven Marks of a Godly Servant:
1. A Servant Is Humble (Philippians 2:3-8).  Just before his death, Jesus decided to give his followers a clear picture of the attitude they should have. He took off his outer garments, got a basin, and washed their feet.  If Jesus humbled himself in this way—and even further in his death—then we also should be humble in all we do for him and others.
2. A Servant Prepares (1Timothy 4:7b-8; 15).  Provisionally, through Scripture, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the ministry of the Church, God offers on-the-job training.  
3. A Servant Perseveres (Luke 12:35-37a; 38).  The work we’ve been given is long and tiring, receives little thanks or recognition, and may seem to count for little while it’s being done. The Master gives us others to work beside, a glorious future to work toward, and a promise that our work is not in vain. 
4. A Servant Serves Where Needed (1 Corinthians 9:19; 22b-23).  Jesus walked hundreds of miles, slept on the ground, was pawed at by people, got dirty. Dealt with the bickering of his coworkers, washed their feet.  He did what was needed to advance the gospel. 
5. A Servant Serves (or Not) As God Directs (“1 Chronicles 28”).  David wanted to serve and honor God by building God a wonderful and permanent house; 1 Ch. 28 shows that the Lord did not allow David to build the temple. Sometimes the Lord says no to our plans to serve. Maybe there’s someone more qualified, or we are already serving in other places. Maybe we don’t know why. But we trust and obey God (Rom. 8:28).
6. A Servant Expects to Suffer (Matthew 10:24-25).    As Jesus’s light shines through us, people who love darkness (John 3:19) will become convicted and uncomfortable in the light of his glory, and will hate and ridicule us. 
7. A Servant Is Not Ashamed (2 Tim. 2:15).  The work we do we do is for Jesus, by the Father’s command, through the power of his Holy Spirit.  It is a joyous work we’ve been given, and we look to the day when our Master returns and commends us (Matthew 25:23).

· Conclusion: Jude was right to only identify himself as a “servant of Jesus Christ.”  He was humble…preparing…persevering…going where needed… sensitive to God’s direction…expecting to suffer…not ashamed… longing to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  Have you rejected Christ in terms of salvation?  Have you rejected Christ in terms of service?  Embrace Jesus today.
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