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Revelation 13:11-18 The Second Beast: False Prophet (Part 2)
Revelation 13:14 - And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.
Previously regarding vv. 11 & 12, we established a profile of the ‘second beast’ otherwise known as the false prophet.  Referenced in terms of a religious leader (Rev. 16:13; 19:20 and 20:10), this individual becomes the antichrist’s international spokesman and propaganda chief.  He will prove charismatic, initially mild, meek and attractive as he pushes the agenda of the one world government while opposing all other allegiances, especially to Christ.  How?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “deceiveth” (v. 14) in the Greek is, “Planao” meaning, “lead…cause to stray”.
· Literal Application: …and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast he leads and causes to stray those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived.
· Contextual & Comparison: Continuing with the last two points of our four point outline:
1. His origin and description (v 11) – see last week’s notes
2. His objective:  securing loyalty and allegiance to the antichrist and the state (v 12) –last week
3. His means of securing loyalty and devotion (vv 13-17).  Two keys:
a. Great miraculous signs, especially with fire (v 13).  Despite the slaughter of true believers as well as those involved in competing religions, the challenge is two-fold: establish the new religion of the antichrist while cajoling those surviving within other faiths to join.  
· The false prophet must prove the antichrist is God…at least has the approval of God to prepare a new worship model.  He does this with a tried and true method: miracles.  Specifically copying the fire from heaven example employed by the two great witnesses of Rev. 11:3-13, some will associate the fire as an extension of the two witnesses while others will be so awe-inspired, convinced the false prophet is of God, speaking for God.  Coming on the heels of healing the antichrist of what was a mortal wound, the logic then holds: wherever he leads, it must be of God.  Despite the axiom things are never as they appear, given the ‘evidence’, the masses are deceived.
b. The false prophet will use universal religion to secure unity (vv 14-15).  This is what all of Scripture has been building up to.  While Christian unity is a very important biblical conviction, the Bible emphatically teaches that unity is solely centered on a common bond in Jesus Christ. “Bind us together Lord,” should be a prayer that is always on the hearts of believers. As John wrote: “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” (1 John 4:7, 8).  Christian unity must always remain centered on the truth. Especially when the Bible teaches that in the last days, many will be deceived in the name of Christ. If those with whom we are joining together have not accepted the Jesus of the Bible and the true gospel according to the Scriptures, they will not spend eternity with Jesus Christ.  Let’s keep one thing clear: Christian unity cannot be accomplished at any cost. Biblical Christianity must always be centered at the foot of the cross.  The false prophet knows this.  He is very familiar with the old Roman Empire, employing many of the same tactics (but this is NOT to say such is revived in the end times), the primary rationale being peace and economic recovery.  Establishing the new religion is one thing, maintaining loyalty is key:
a. Universal worship will center around the image of the beast.  Peace and unity at any cost will never satisfy the human heart. As Solomon beautifully conveys in the book of Ecclesiastes, apart from a right relationship with God, life is futile. We were created in God’s image (Genesis 1:27) and designed to worship and glorify Him as He alone is worthy of our worship. God has placed “eternity in man’s heart” (Ecclesiastes 3:11), and a relationship with Jesus Christ is the only way to fulfill this longing for eternal life. All of our idolatrous pursuits will leave us empty, unsatisfied, and, ultimately, on the broad road that Scripture warns us about most people taking, the one that leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13).
b. The false prophet will set up the image to the beast of the antichrist and his government in the temple of God (Jerusalem), demonstrating supernatural power.  “The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” (2 Thessalonians 2: 9-11). 

c. The false prophet will use religious persecution to enforce. 
d. The false prophet will use economic controls to secure compliance.

4. His number: 666 (v 18).  The most well-known number in literature, what does it mean?  No one knows specifically, but Scripture does tell us a) it is the number of man created on the 6th day, and b) given the number of perfection is ‘7’which is attributable to God, c) man is incomplete, falling short of the glory of God.  A single ‘6’ or a triple ‘666’ (suggesting a false trinity), the beast is not God but a mere man in the employ of the kingdom of darkness – Satan’s ideal human.  
· Conclusion: What is the conclusion of such a far-flung chapter?  It is not the strategy or tactics of the antichrist or the false prophet.  It is not even the unmasking of the kingdom of evil’s entire plan for the end time.  And while the profile of the false prophet is interesting…even intriguing, even this is not the key to chapter 13.  What is key is the fact that all men – no matter how great or how much they do to or for us – all men will die.  Then comes the judgment of the true God.  Not even our motives with every action throughout our lives will escape the evaluation of the true God.  How critical it is to live our lives knowing we are one breath away from meeting the true Creator.  How essential it is, while we have our breath, to be prepared to stand up for Christ… even as the end comes upon us.  As Jesus said, “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28).  Now is the time to accept Christ as savior; now is the time to stand up for Him.
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