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Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 4: A Just God)
Revelation 16:5 – “And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus.”
The third of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16: 4-7.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Righteous” or in the Greek, “Dikaios” means, “upright, virtuous, just.”
· Literal Application: “And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, "Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these judgments.”
· Contextual & Comparison: With respect to the third judgment itself (v 5), key points include:
1. This plague recalls the plagues of the two witnesses (Rev. 11:6) and of Moses in Egypt (Exodus 7:20), except this plague is much worse which is why it triggers the commentary in vv 5-7;
2. Both the sea and the land already ruined, so why bother with the rivers and fountains. What can be meant? A vast number of earth's great cities are located upon the rivers; and just as the rivers move downward to the sea, so the influences of earth's great cities flow downward from them into all mankind;

3. The plague upon the rivers and fountains is the ultimate blight upon the urban people of the world who are planning to rise up against God in one last stand;  
4. God’s object lesson is that people cannot replace the worship of God with the worship self and sensuality without degrading their joys, recreations, and all activity without consequence.  
The next two verses is a parenthesis to show that such terrible judgments are in no sense to be construed as unbecoming or out of character for the one true and living God who gave his Son for our redemption. No! These judgments are exactly what the God of love should do. They are not arbitrary actions, but a solemn judgment in response to determined sin: 
V 5: And I heard the angel of the waters say. The angel handling the bowl
Thou art righteous, O Lord. The bloody stream indicates the severity of the Divine judgment; yet the angel sees in all this only the act of a righteous God bringing just retribution on the unrepentant.
Which art, and wast, and shalt be. This is a direct reference to Revelation 1:8. Why state this?  In the midst of such radical action, desolation…the overturning of humanity…the clash between the kingdoms of good and evil, the angel naturally directs us to one who is unchanging; to one whose throne is from everlasting to everlasting.

Because thou hast judged thus. Make no mistake, this is divine judgment.
Verse 6. For they have shed the blood of saints. Just recompense for bloody persecution; 
And prophets. Teachers and witnesses for Christ.
And thou hast given them blood to drink. Blood had been poured out in such abundance that it mingles with drinking water; recompense for pouring out so much blood in persecuting the saints and prophets; 
For they are worthy. That is, they deserve this.  
V 17: Remember on the alter are the prayers of saints presented before God: beneath it are the souls of the martyrs crying for vengeance on the foes of God.  God is "true" or faithful to his promises made to his people, and "righteous" in the judgments which he has now inflicted. These judgments had come upon those who had shed the blood of the martyrs, and are just.
· Conclusion: God is true to His Word today: call upon Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sin.  Do not be willfully stubborn, but wearily submissive and know forgiveness…peace…purpose…in short, the salvation of God.  Pray today.
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