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Revelation 16 The Bowl Judgments (Part 3: A Dead Sea)
Revelation 16:3 – “And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea.”
The second of seven bowl judgments is deployed here in Revelation 16: 3.  What is it?  What is the lesson for us today?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “Soul” or in the Greek “Psuche” means, “seat” as in the seat of the feelings, desires, affections, aversions (our heart, soul etc.); the soul as an essence which differs from the body and is not dissolved by death (distinguished from other parts of the body).
· Literal Application: “The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea.”
· Contextual & Comparison: Three key points from v 3 are critical to our understanding –
1. The difference between the souls of animals and man.  The Bible states that both man (Genesis 2:7) and animals (Genesis 1:30; 6:17; 7:15, 22) have the “breath of life”; that is, both man and animals are living beings. The primary difference between human beings and animals is that humanity is made in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1:26-27), while animals are not. Being made in the image and likeness of God means that human beings are like God in the sense that we are capable of spirituality, with mind, emotion, and will, and a part of their being continues after death. Animals do have a “soul” or immaterial aspect, yet not created in the image of God, therefore pet/animal “souls” do not continue in existence after death.  It is true that there are animals in the millennial kingdom, but they will be untouched by the sin of a fallen creation; 
2. The difference between the human soul and spirit.  The soul and the spirit are the two primary immaterial aspects that Scripture ascribes to humanity. It can be confusing to attempt to discern the precise differences between the two. The word "spirit" refers only to the immaterial facet of humanity. Human beings have a spirit, but we are not spirits. However, in Scripture, only believers are said to be spiritually alive (1 Corinthians 2:11; Hebrews 4:12; James 2:26), while unbelievers are spiritually dead (Ephesians 2:1-5; Colossians 2:13). In Paul's writing, the spiritual was pivotal to the life of the believer (1 Corinthians 2:14; 3:1; Ephesians 1:3; 5:19; Colossians 1:9; 3:16). The spirit is the element in humanity which gives us the ability to have an intimate relationship with God. Whenever the word "spirit" is used, it refers to the immaterial part of humanity that "connects" with God, who Himself is spirit (John 4:24).

The word "soul" can refer to both the immaterial and material aspects of humanity. Unlike human beings having a spirit, human beings are souls. In its most basic sense, the word "soul" means "life." However, beyond this essential meaning, the Bible speaks of the soul in many contexts. One of these is humanity's eagerness to sin (Luke 12:26). Humanity is naturally evil, and our souls are tainted as a result. The life principle of the soul is removed at the time of physical death (Genesis 35:18; Jeremiah 15:2). The soul, as with the spirit, is the center of many spiritual and emotional experiences (Job 30:25; Psalm 43:5; Jeremiah 13:17). Whenever the word "soul" is used, it can refer to the whole person, whether alive or in the afterlife.

The soul and the spirit are connected, but separable (Hebrews 4:12). The soul is the essence of humanity's being; it is who we are. The spirit is the aspect of humanity that connects with God;
3. The difference between the physical and spiritual environment.  The action here is an ocean completely turned into rotting, stinking blood; but, when the entire sea is stinking blood, what about the land which it surrounds?  It is clearly the physical environment that is ruined in the action; therefore, we look to the spiritual environment for the fulfillment of the judgment. When man himself as a factor in his environment becomes popularly and generally devoted to selfishness, greed, lust, violence, and every form of evil, when the "in thing" for the vast majority is indulgence in sex, homosexuality, blasphemy, drunkenness, corruption, hatred, and irreligion, the human race itself becomes a "dead sea."
We see a parallel judgment in the plagues of Egypt (Exodus 7:20-25).  The first plague, turning the Nile to blood, was a judgment against Apis, the god of the Nile, Isis, goddess of the Nile, and Khnum, guardian of the Nile. Apis was the first god of Egypt, originating as a fertility deity connected to agriculture (the cycle of life).  The Nile was also believed to be the bloodstream of Osiris, who was reborn each year when the river flooded. The river, which formed the basis of daily life and the national economy, was devastated, as millions of fish died in the river and the water itself was unusable: a physical manifestation of a spiritual application.  Pharaoh was told, “By this you will know that I am the LORD” (Exodus 7:17).  This is the very same message of the Revelation bowls.
This bowl is merely another phase of the first which inflicted ulcers upon the rebellious and extends it for a broader set of societal corruptions: universities and schools have taken up the task of preaching Satan's lies, such as evolution, which leads undeniably to the conclusion that man is merely an animal with no more cosmic value than a worm or a rat. Yet, The Bible asserts that humanity is made in God’s image.  Besides this, there are a thousand other evil postulations which are being swallowed, advocated and taught almost universally in our culture today: humanism, the self-sufficiency of man, the lie that his favorite sins of adultery, drunkenness, homosexuality, criminality, etc., are in no sense sins at all, but merely diseases which society is obligated to pay for and treat! And perhaps not diseases at all, so they are pronounced the ‘new normal’.  Another lie is that man is not morally responsible for what he does, that society owes every man a good living with all of the conveniences and luxuries thrown in (mellennials); that man is essentially good, that he is thoroughly capable of solving all of his problems, etc., etc. The great theological seminaries are now devoted unreservedly to the destruction of the Bible.  Churches ordain homosexuals, adulterers, and even atheists to their pulpits, contradicting the Scriptures in practically all that they either do or teach.  There is the "love cult" that robs God of any other prerogative except that of loving us wicked sinners (what else is God for?) therefore He would never send us to hell.  These are just a few of the evidences of man's physical and intellectual environment having been polluted. An angel of God has poured out the bowl of His wrath upon the sea!
· Conclusion: Remember, recipients of these final judgments have no hope of salvation – unlike we who, before the bowl judgments rain from Heaven, have opportunity to turn to Christ, admit our sin, ask forgiveness based upon Christ’s shed blood on the cross which, if we but ask and turn (confess and repent), washes sinners white as snow.  Now is that time.
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