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Judges 5:7: Motherhood
Judges 5:7 - The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in Israel, until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in Israel.

Given God established only two social institutions, the family and the church, Scripture has significant insight into the role and duty of a mother.  Of surprise to sum is that the Bible does not reserve motherhood only for women with biological children.  The Old Testament points out the Deborah was both a mother in Israel and a mother to Israel.  Characteristics she exhibits are amplified throughout the Scriptures.  What are seven elements of being a mother, biological or otherwise?  For the scriptural answers, we examine:
· Historical Context:  Written between 1045 and 1000 B.C., the Book of Judges is a tragic account of how Yahweh [God] was taken for granted by His children year after year, century after century. Judges is a sad contrast to the book of Joshua which chronicles the blessings God bestowed on the Israelites for their obedience in conquering the land. In Judges, they were disobedient and idolatrous, leading to their many defeats. Yet God has never failed to open His arms in love to His people whenever they repent from their wicked ways and call upon His name (Judges 2:18). Through the 15 judges of Israel, God honored His promise to Abraham to protect and bless his offspring (Genesis 12:2-3).

· Grammatical Usage: In the Hebrew, “mother” is the word “’em” meaning, “mother” in the sense of nurturer.
· Literal Application: The villagers ceased in Israel; they ceased to be until I arose; I, Deborah, arose as a mother nurturing Israel.
· Scriptural Context: Deborah was one of the judges of Israel during a time of oppression.   When Deborah became judge, the Israelites had been subjugated for 20 years by Jabin, king of Canaan. The commander of Jabin’s army was named Sisera, and he had 900 iron chariots – formidable weapons against Israel’s foot soldiers (Judges 4:3). The Israelites were treated very cruelly by Sisera and his army, and Israel’s spirits were very low. Deborah describes the hardship of living under Jabin and Sisera this way: “The highways were abandoned, and travelers kept to the byways. The villagers ceased in Israel; they ceased to be” (Judges 5:6-7). In other words, people feared to leave their homes; traveling was very dangerous.

God’s word comes through Deborah to a man of Naphtali named Barak. The message is that he will lead the revolt against Sisera. Barak’s response is, “I’ll only go if Deborah goes with me” (Judges 4:8). Everyone was afraid of Sisera, including Barak. Deborah agrees to accompany Barak, but she also prophesies that the honor for the victory would belong to a woman, not to Barak (Judges 4:9).  We can see in Deborah a picture of God’s tender care for His people. As a mother cares for her children, so Deborah led and nurtured Israel (Judges 5:7).
· Scriptural Comparison: Just as Deborah provided wisdom (Judges 4:5), leadership (v.6) and righteous encouragement (vv. 8-9) to the children of Israel, so Scripture goes on to lay out seven points associated with motherhood:
1. Raise children to follow God (Proverbs 22:6)

2. Love their children (Titus 2:4)

3. Train in living (Psalm 78:5, 6)

4. Not an easy task (Deuteronomy 21:18-21; Luke 13:34)

5. There comes a point of departure (Genesis 17:16)

6. Nurture strong, independent adults (Proverbs 31:1-9)

7. Be wise (Proverbs 1:8, 9) and discipline without angering (Ephesians 6:4) resulting in speaking the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15).

· Conclusion:  Motherhood is not the sum total of a Christian woman's responsibilities. She is also a child of God (Romans 8:14), possibly a respectful wife (Ephesians 5:33) if indeed married, always an essential part of her local church (1 Corinthians 12:4-31). In all of these relationships, a woman can exhibit Christian motherhood by supporting, training, and empowering others so they can make their own contribution to God's Kingdom.  Therefore, to every woman – a blessed Mother’s Day to each!
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