The Great Prostitute and the Beast – Revelation 17
1 Then one of the seven angels (messenger) who had the seven bowls (The seven seals (Revelation 6:1-17, 8:1-5), seven trumpets (Revelation 8:6-13; 11:15-19), and seven bowls/vials (Revelation 16:1-21) are three succeeding series of end-times judgments from God. The judgments get progressively worse and more devastating as the end times progress. The seven seals, trumpets, and bowls are connected to one another. The seventh seal introduces the seven trumpets (Revelation 8:1-5), and the seventh trumpet introduces the seven bowls (Revelation 11:15-19, 15:1-8).  The seven bowl/vial judgments are described in Revelation 16:1-21. Called forth by the seventh trumpet, the first bowl causes painful sores to break out on humanity (Revelation 16:2). The second bowl results in the death of every living thing in the sea (Revelation 16:3). The third bowl causes the rivers to turn into blood (Revelation 16:4-7). The fourth of the seven bowls results in the sun’s heat being intensified and causing great pain (Revelation 16:8-9). The fifth bowl causes great darkness and an intensification of the sores from the first bowl (Revelation 16:10-11). The sixth bowl results in the Euphrates River being dried up and the armies of the Antichrist being gathered together to wage the battle of Armageddon (Revelation 16:12-14). The seventh bowl results in a devastating earthquake followed by giant hailstones (Revelation 16:15-21)  came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute (apostate church) who is seated on many waters (controlling multitude of peoples from every nation and language), 2 with whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality (In Bible Prophecy, the phrase is applied, symbolically, to a system of religion that rejects true doctrine from God's word, and gives itself totally to a false system of worship; it is a play on Israel being a prostitute in the Old Testament and the ‘bride of Christ’ concept in the New Testament), and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” [completely given themselves over spiritually without question or consideration, they error not knowing the Scriptures of the power thereof – Jesus’ comment in Matthew 22:29 to the Jewish religious leaders who forerun these people]  3 And he carried me away in the Spirit (exactly as Paul was caught up into the third Heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:2) into a wilderness, and I saw a woman (religious orders are referred to in the female sense; in this case, an impure woman [the apostate church] as opposed to a pure woman [the true church]) sitting on a scarlet beast [a ‘beast’ always refers to a kingdom, government or political power] that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads [seven political powers] and ten horns [unidentified kingdoms all aligning against Israel]. 4 The woman [again, the apostate church] was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, [historical symbols of the true church which provide a visual pretext of legitimacy – remember every lie has a certain degree of truth to make it believable] holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations [these are purposed Biblical misinterpretations – remember the warning of Revelation 22:18 “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.”  This applies directly to the apostate church, members who are unsaved and have willfully misapplied God’s Word and ignored other aspects of God’s Word.] and the impurities of her sexual immorality [false religion]. 5 And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations.” 6 And I saw the woman [apostate church], drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.

When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman [apostate church], and of the beast [kingdom, government, political power] with seven heads and ten horns that carries her [referring to powers and kingdoms]. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction [the ‘bottomless pit” is the home of Satan [11:7] and the place from where demons come [9:1-2, 11] – a clear indication that power of the Beast is truly satanic.  The use of the past tense/present tense is a reference to what John already knows about the beast from Chapter 13 and what will happen with the beast.  Satan has had degrees of freedom per God’s authority – that degree is now to be more engaged than ever before in human history]. And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. [This is a reference to the supernatural survival and revival of both a world ruler and his empire which will impress the world as supernatural, leading to a worshipful response.  Who this is specifically we don’t know, but it is enough to know the individual will prove impressive.]  9 This calls for a mind with wisdom: [ again, truth from this symbolism can only come from spiritual insight to be understood - indicating most of the world at this time may not even understand the ‘religious’ nature of their reaction – much like to the reaction to Nazism which had many religious  symbols attached to it used to deceive the German people into submission]  the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. [a mixed reference to world leaders of the past, present and one to come in the future] 11 As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction. [a reference to the unidentified final world ruler who’s destruction is already assured which is why, we who discern spiritually what is being foretold, are not troubled but assured] 12 And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, [notice ‘royal’ vs. ‘political’ power as a shift moves from an ‘elected’ to ‘appointed’ regime – the concept of ‘free election’ is gone as is the concept of free will, freedom of choice, individualism, it is all gone demonstrating the true nature of Satanic control] but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13 These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. [the farce of the false religion now seals its doom]14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.”
15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages [self-explanatory: one ecumenical movement]. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the prostitute [apostate church]. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, [this marks the end of the first half of the Tribulation, switching from accommodation and inclusion to division and destruction which is possible since the apostate church handed over its fate to the Beast.  Again, the Beast can’t stand even a misguided and false reference to God Almighty, the apostate church still having trappings related to the Holy God.  Therefore, the Beast is used by God Almighty to bring judgment upon the apostate church just as he used heathen nations in the Old Testament to bring judgment upon Israel for its disaffection.  Again, God never changes.] 17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.” [There is a shift in definition of the ‘woman‘ here: the woman throughout the chapter proved to be a combination of religious and political authority.  With the religious side now dead, the woman continues as a political authority identifying not so much a symbolic seat of power, but a literal city…a location of a seat of power. But, of course, this seat of power is totally satanic so the symbol continues to ultimately be spiritual in nature which is a testimony to the ultimate reality of our lives.]
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