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Revelation 17: False Religion (Part 3: Kings of the Earth)
Revelation 17:2 “…with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”
So far in Revelation 17, we have identified Satan’s top ten strategies for the kingdom of evil followed by Satan’s major deception: false religion/gods.  How are both these elements applied in our social context?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “king” in the Greek is, “Basileus” meaning, “leader”; “fornication” or “Porneuo” is used as a metaphor meaning, “to permit one's self to be drawn away by another into idolatry.”
· Literal Application: “with whom the leaders of the earth have left the true God, drawing the inhabitants of the earth through their influence to do the same."
· Contextual & Comparison: What an awful picture this is of the state of the religion of the world in subjection to this whore! Kings have committed spiritual fornication with her, and their subjects have drunk deep, dreadfully deep, into the doctrine of her abominable errors.  This is spiritual adultery: unfaithfulness to God, replacing Him which has resulted in a corruption of person an culture, world leaders have seduced the mankind in general and led them into the same kind of unfaithfulness, idolatry, and corruption. Compare Jeremiah 3:8-9; 5:7; 13:27; 23:14; Ezekiel 16:32; 23:37; Hosea 2:2; 4:2. How true this is in history need not be stated; it has happened on a national, even continental scale but not globally.  Our primary and secondary texts outlines the glaring differences:
One is pure, the other corrupt.

One belongs to the Lamb, the other to the devil.

One is clothed with the sun, the other in scarlet and gold.

One is a chaste virgin, the other a brazen harlot.

One is persecuted, the other is a persecutor.

One sojourns in the wilderness, the other reigns there.

One enters into the marriage supper of the Lamb; the other is hated and consumed.

One enters heaven, the other departs into darkness.

But how does this happen?  Can such a cultural shift be Biblically outlined?  Following the pattern of the noble Bereans, Christians examine all things in the light of the Scriptures (Acts 17:11):

1. We need to understand that what the culture terms “progressive”, Scripture defines as “perversion”.  Webster’s Dictionary defines perversion as “a diverting from the true intent or purpose; a change to something worse; a turning or applying to a wrong end or use.” Anything can be perverted. Using opiates for non-medicinal purposes, for example, is a perversion of the poppy plant. In the Bible, the word translated “perversion” is used to define a deviation from righteousness in a) sexual behavior (Leviticus 18:23; Romans 1:27; Ephesians 4:19; Colossians 3:5), speech (Proverbs 10:31), or justice (Ecclesiastes 5:8). In each case, there are warnings against using for evil something that God created as good.

Satan twists things. Every good thing that God created, Satan works to pervert. God created sexuality and called it good (Genesis 1:27-28, 31). Sexual union has a dual purpose—procreation (Genesis 1:28; 9:1) and joining marriage partners as “one flesh” (Genesis 2:24; Mark 10:8; 1 Corinthians 6:16). Since early days, human beings have found twisted uses for sex that accomplish neither of God’s intended purposes. The perversions were so widespread by the time God gave the Law to Moses that admonitions against specific perversions had to be included in detail (Leviticus 18:23; 20:12–13; Deuteronomy 27:20). According to Scripture, any sexual activity outside the marriage union of one woman and one man is a perversion and condemned by God (1 Corinthians 6:18; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:3). The New Testament lists some specific sexual perversions such as homosexuality, adultery, and fornication, stating that those who practice such aberrant behaviors “will not inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9–10; Galatians 5:19–21).

The book of Proverbs has a lot to say about perverted speech. Our mouths were created to praise God, encourage each other, and speak truth (Psalm 19:14; 120:2; 141:3; Proverbs 12:22). Perverse speech occurs when we use the gift of speech for evil purposes such as cursing, gossiping, using foul language, coarse joking, and lying (Proverbs 10:18; 12:22; 16:27; Ephesians 5:4). Ephesians 4:29 says, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” Colossians 4:6 says, “Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.”  In Matthew 15:11, Jesus indicates that perversion is a matter of the heart: “What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”

God also hates the perversion of justice, especially when it victimizes widows and orphans (Exodus 22:22; Deuteronomy 27:19; Isaiah 1:23). God is perfectly just and commands human beings to model that justice. Proverbs 11:1 says, “The LORD detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favor with him.” When we choose to seek our own interests at the expense of the rights of others, we have perverted justice. Some examples of perverted justice are the taking and offering of bribes (Proverbs 17:23), oppressing the poor (Amos 5:12), killing the innocent (Exodus 23:7), and bearing false witness (Exodus 23:1; Proverbs 19:5). God loves justice, and godly people will love it, too. God desires His children to actively defend those who are being oppressed (Isaiah 1:17; Micah 6:8).

2. The modern culture is in the process of perverting God, His character and His instruction by instituting ‘progressivism” in the following ways:
a. Freedom in Christ vs. ‘unhindered’ autonomy (John 8:36);
b. Choice vs. tyrannical insistence (Joshua 24:15);
c. Biblical standard vs. state standard (Hebrews 4:12);
d. Freedom to worship vs. all powerful state (Romans 12: 1-2);
e. New creation in Christ vs. conformity (Romans 12:2);
f. All powerful God vs. all powerful state (Psalm 90:1-3);
g. Eternal truths vs. social engineering (John 14:6);
h. Cultural stability vs. cultural ‘transformation’ (Proverbs 28:12);
i. Truth vs. social science misdirection/confusion (Colossians 2:8);
j. Power of God vs. power of the government (Ephesians 1:19-20)
k. Biblical convictions vs. situational ethics (Romans 3:4);
l. Liberty in Christ vs. authoritarianism (John 8:36);
m. Knowledge of Christ vs. secular indoctrination (Philippians 3:7-9);
n. Civility vs. intolerance (1 Peter 3:15);
o. Proclamation vs. political correctness (Romans 10:14)

· Conclusion:  Satan cannot create; that power belongs to God alone. So he perverts what God has created. If he can entice God’s most cherished creations to follow him in his twisted ideas, he succeeds in perverting the image of God we were designed to magnify (1 Corinthians 11:7). It is Satan who introduced the idea that perversion equals freedom. But he knows quite well that perversion is a slippery path that leads to bondage and then death (Romans 2:5–8; 2 Peter 2:19). By perverting sexuality, speech, or justice, we mar the likeness of God in our own lives. But by using God’s gifts in the way He intended them to be used, we find true freedom and can enjoy a healthy relationship with God (Psalm 24:3–4; Matthew 5:8; Galatians 5:1).
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