Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                        July 16, 2017
Revelation 17: False Religion (Part 4: Religious Babylon)
Revelation 17:6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.”
So far in Revelation 17, we have identified Satan’s top ten strategies for the kingdom of evil followed by Satan’s major deception: false religion/gods.  We have seen that today’s “progressive” theology and politics, at odds with Scripture, are actually political and theological perversion.  How does this spread globally?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between A.D. 90 and 95, Revelation 1:1, 4, 9 and 22:8 specifically identify the author of the Book of Revelation as the apostle John.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ was given to John by God “to show his servants what must soon take place” (1:19).  
· Grammatical Usage: “woman” or in the Greek, “Gune” meaning, “female” or in context, “apostate church”; “admiration” or “Thauma” meaning, “marvel”.
· Literal Application: “And I saw the apostate church, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly.”
· Contextual & Comparison: What we have seen so far is:
1. An angel revealed the truth of religious Babylon to John (v 1);

2. Religious Babylon is a great prostitute (v 1);

3. Religious Babylon influences people globally (v 1);

4. Religious Babylon supported by the nations (v 2);
a. Times are so desperate, people sell their souls for any peace/provision;

b. In the end times there will be a global state religion.  It is a false religion, seducing humanity, supported by political and social influencers, including media moguls or “kings of the earth”;
i. Many governments support major religions because of the good they do, alleviating the government.  “Religion” assists the state in maintaining law and order; loyalty; morality; discipline;

ii. At this time, people prefer a religion/church that allows worldliness despite “separation” of 2 Corinthians 6:17-18;

iii. Seduction will be the beast’s temporary peace and economic recovery.  God’s judgments are underway – all seek shelter.
5. Religious Babylon will receive its power from the beast/anti-christ (v 3)
a. Religious Babylon “sits” upon a scarlet colored beast.  Sitting means false religion is supported and dependent upon the state;
b. The scarlet beast is the anti-christ, whose names blaspheme God; therefore all involved are rebelling/blaspheming;

c. Seven heads are the seven nations voluntarily cooperating along with three conquered nations all of which prove ‘enforcers’ of state religion;

d. We see this today as denominations take positions consistent with state rulings but violate Scriptures: James 4:4; Titus 2:12; Luke 21:34);
6. Religious Babylon will have a rich appearance, but utterly corrupt (v 4)

a. Purple/scarlet clothing; gold, precious stones & pearls: false religion promises wealth (Luke 9:23; 18:29-30);
b. False religion will be utterly corrupt/no redeeming value (Titus 1:16)

7. Religious Babylon will have a striking name (v 5)

a. “Mystery”: people do not comprehend that what they are worshipping is false.  They are sincere in their worship, but sincerely wrong;
b. First mention of Babylon is “Babel” (Genesis 11) as Nimrod attempted a utopian, ideal state without God – hence, mother of all false religion;
c. “Babylon” has come to mean 1) godless religion (Is. 1:21) or 2) godless government and society (Is 23:17; Na 3:4);

d. False religion seeks heaven or a utopian existence by:

i. Man’s own works; self-effort

ii. Man’s own goodness; self-righteousness;

iii. Man’s own rituals, ceremonies;

iv. Man’s own ideas about God and worship;

v. Man’s own religion, government and state;

vi. Man’s own community and society

vii. Man’s exclusion of God, the Bible and the righteous.

8. Religious Babylon is prejudiced, fiercely persecuting followers of Christ (v 6).

a. Religious power will combine with bigotry resulting in a holocaust;
b. Matthew 24:9-10 outlines the progression: freedom of thought/speech denied; arbitrary harassment justified; hate leads to death; many will deny Christ; same will turn others into the state. 

· Conclusion:  “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.” (Jn 15:20-21).
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