Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                             September 10, 2017
Revelation 19:1 The Great Wedding Supper (Part 1)
Revelation 19:1 - “And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God”
A dramatic shift in John’s vision follows the destruction of the false religion and the evil one-world government.  What now?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Alleluia” or in the Greek, “Allelouia” means, “praise the Lord”; “salvation” or “Soteria” meaning, “deliverance”; “glory” or “Doxa” meaning “absolute righteousness”; “power” or “preeminence.” 
· Literal Application: “After these things I heard what sounded like the mighty voice of a great multitude in heaven saying, “Praise the Lord!  Deliverance and absolute righteousness and preeminence belong to God the Father, God the Son – Jesus Christ, and God the Holy Spirit”
· Contextual & Comparison: The theme dramatically shifts God’s judgment of the wicked to His plan for His own.  In this scene, saints gather at the end of the tribulation week just prior to Christ’s return, their first utterance a doxology – a structured or liturgical (precise, ordered, solemn) praise of God:
a. “Much people” or a “great multitude” is a direct reference to Rev. 7:9: “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands….”  These are both specifically martyred and all other believers of all the ages;
b. “Alleluia”: The praise centers around four alleluias (vv 1, 3, 4, 6), the term only found in this chapter, taken from the Hebrew “halal” or “praise” and “jah” one of seven Hebrew names of God: “Yahweh” or “I am”; a critical distinction from all other gods especially after what has just happened on earth due to the deception of the kingdom of evil;
c. “Salvation”: Following the call to praise, this verse has the multitude in unison declaring the major attributes of God.  Salvation refers to the deliverance from evil as only the true God could do.  Hebrews 12:22 cites others in attendance: angels (“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering”).  The angels have been watching the plan of God’s salvation unfold for all generations.  They were amazed time and again at God’s unbelievable mercy and grace toward mankind.  They have witnessed all of time’s temptations, trials, sins and evil – the struggle, conflict for every man’s soul.  Now they observe this prelude to the wedding supper in awe as the fulfillment of God’s salvation underway per Isaiah 25:9 and 2 Corinthians 9:15.
d. “Glory”: This speaks of God’s righteousness in terms of His convictions or morality…especially in relation to sin.  God never shines brighter than in the midst of darkness…in Him is no darkness: “This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” – 1 John 1:5.  Compare this to the fate of unrighteous in Job 20, specifically v 26, 29: “Utter darkness is laid up for his treasures; a fire not fanned will devour him; what is left in his tent will be consumed… This is the wicked man's portion from God, the heritage decreed for him by God.”
e. “Honor”: His worthiness because He is the source of all that is …especially salvation.  This is a direct contradiction to all other claims of divinity – from nature to isms to self-actualization: “I made the earth and created man on it; it was my hands that stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all their host” (Isaiah 45:12); “Oh, magnify the Lord [Jehovah – the existing one: note “b” above] with me, and let us exalt his name together!” (Psalms 34:3).
f. “Power”: His supreme authority throughout the universe.  But more specifically, His power focused upon the redemption of mankind.  Psalms 115:3 has direct bearing upon this laser focus of God: “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.”  What has pleased Him?  “It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.” (Psalms 18:32).
· Conclusion: God has told the sinful world, in no uncertain terms, to repent (Mark 6:12; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; 17:30). To repent means to change your mind and embrace of Christ. Those who refuse will suffer eternal consequences. Given the fact of hell, mankind in his sin is in a dire situation. Why would anyone delay repentance? Yet many do, even while admitting their sin and claiming to see their need for salvation.  Once we know what is right, we are responsible to do it. And once we know something is sin, we are responsible to repent of it and forsake it. We dare not delay repentance. There was a time when the Lord shut the door of the ark, and the flood swept everyone outside the ark away (Genesis 7:16). There is coming a time of the wedding supper, and those who are not ready for the coming of the bridegroom will be locked out (Matthew 25:1–13; Revelation 19:1).
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