Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                               September 3, 2017
Revelation 18:21-24 Babylon’s Destruction (Part 5: Aftermath)
Revelation 18:21 - “And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.”
The final verses of Revelation 18 prove a commentary upon contemporary society.  Which is?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Violence” or in the Greek, “Hormema” means, “sudden action”; “thrown down” or “Ballo” means, “to scatter, cast down without care”; “found” or “Heurisko” meaning, “to come upon.”
· Literal Application: “And one mighty angel took up a stone that looked like a mill stone and he cast it into the sea, saying, “Thus with a sudden act Babylon the great city shall be cast down, scattered for whom God has no care and shall never again be come upon (physically or topically)…”
· Contextual & Comparison: Key elements to Babylon’s aftermath include:
V 21: Characteristically, God is patient and forbearing…keeping in mind even those who are in rebellion against Him:  “The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made” (Psalm 145:9). Jesus said God causes “his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45) and God “is kind to the ungrateful and wicked” (Luke 6:35).  This is known as common grace.  The most frightening aspect of v 21is God’s reversal.

a.  “…for whom God has no care.”  God has a point of no return: “And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man” (Genesis 6:3).  This signals the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit from those who already had hardened their hearts against God, and we find in this the first Scriptural instance of Judicial Hardening, a phenomenon witnessed again and again throughout the Bible. This is equivalent in every way to Paul's statement regarding a later evil generation that, "God gave them up ..." (Romans 1:24, 26, 28) due to the proliferation and intensity of sin. It means that God will, at last, allow men the right of choosing sin, if they must. The result in this instance of it was the complete corruption of humanity (Noah and his family excepted), after the manner described in Gen. 6:6-8. Paul also described the same condition in Romans 1:26 "God gave them up."
b. “…shall never again be come upon.”  One of the most chilling passages: “This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might” (2 Thessalonians 1:5-9).
V 22: This verse merely catalogues the phases of city life that shall perish forever when judgment falls.  No more at all...this is the refrain. Civilization is as though it had never been.  Again: God has no memory of it (or sin: Is. 43:25; Heb. 10:18).
Vv 23-24: The sins related to Babylon’s destruction are repeated:

a. Pride and arrogance: “Thy merchants were great (prominent, prideful) men of the earth” Recall Isaiah 14:4: “That thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased!”

b. Sorcery and spiritual corruption: “By thy sorceries were all nations deceived” Recall 1 Samuel 15:23: “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee…”

c. Deception: “By thy sorceries were all nations deceived” Recall 2 Corinthians 11:14, 15: “And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds.”
d. Persecution of believers: “And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.”  Recall John 15:20: “Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.”

e. Misuse of wealth: “Thy merchants were the great men of the earth.”  Recall Luke 16:13: “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
f. Corruption of people: “By thy sorceries were all nations (people) deceived.”  Recall Hosea 4:12 makes a strong and graphic accusation against Israel: “My people inquire of a piece of wood, and their walking staff gives them oracles. For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray, and they have left their God to play the whore.”
· Conclusion: The blood of all saints was found in Babylon (v 24), as in Jerusalem in her day (Mt. 27:25); heavy and lamentable things, from the bloody slaughters of the righteous and the vengeance of God coming on it for this.  Don’t be one of the forgotten of God – repent, claim the purifying blood of Christ – be saved today.
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