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Revelation 19:17-21 The Great Battle of Armageddon
Revelation 19:17 - “And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God”
Such irony between the joyous marriage supper of the Lamb and the great supper of God.  Why?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Fowls” or in the Greek, “Orneon” means, “birds”; “heaven” or “Mesouranema” means, “atmosphere or sky”.
· Literal Application: “And I saw one angel standing in the sun and he began to cry with a loud voice, saying to all the scavengers that fly across the sky, ‘Come!  Assemble yourselves unto the great supper of God.’”
· Contextual & Comparison: Armageddon is the final battle of human history as Jesus Christ intervenes to stop the madness and evil of humanity, often referred to as, “the day of the Lord” or “the great day of Jehovah.”  Five aspects to consider:
Vv17-18: The terrifying call to gather for the supper of the Great God.  This is the counterpart of the Lord's Supper and the marriage supper of the Lamb, as it applies to the wicked: those who refuse Jesus’ salvation and headship triggering the most terrifying moment in human history.  
· The function of angels as aids in the final judgment is an oft-recurring New Testament phenomenon.  The number of angels that appeared to John, as referred to in this book, was very great, and each one came on a new errand, or with a new message.  A heavenly being stands in the blaze of the brightest of the orbs that God permits us here to see--yet not consumed, and himself so bright that he can be distinctly seen amidst the dazzling sun;

· It is called "His supper" because He gives it; and the image is merely that there would be a great slaughter of His foes;

· So devastating and numerous will be not only the corpuses but those involved: the great to the least.  God is no respecter of persons; unbelievers who are great in the sight of the world are no better than the obscure.  
V 19: The mobilizing of the world’s forces.  The antichrist, backed by leaders of the earth and their respective forces, face God and His army.
· Why gather forces when technological weapons are available?  Ground forces are used when the intent isn’t annihilation but control, in this case control of the resources of the Middle East and elimination of the Jews who have accepted Jesus Christ as Messiah (Rev. 7:4-8; 11:3-13).  No nuclear holocaust;

· This mobilization is global in representation: 

· Kings of the East: nations east of Palestine (Arabs, China) headed by the antichrist;

· Kings of the North: Russia and other northern nations;

· Kings of the South: primarily Africa;

· Kings of the West: Europe, North/South America, Canada. 

· This mobilization is a direct result of an evil spirit (Rev. 16:13-14):
· Deception dreams of glory & triumphs

· Setting passions aflame: greed, peer pressure
V 20: The simple and quick capture of hostile forces by Christ.  For all the world’s logistical coordination, the infinite superiority of Christ is no match.
· “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming” 2 Thessalonians 2:8 (KJV).  “Spirit of His mouth” refers to the spirit of truth, holiness and unlimited power.  When God speaks, He is unstoppable.  The Greek emphasis is upon the ease with which Jesus destroys the antichrist;
· “Brightness of His coming” or “epiphaneia” is a special word used only five times in the New Testament: once referring to Christ’s first coming (2 Tim. 1:10) and four times referring to His second coming (1 Tim. 6:14; 2 Tim. 4:1, 8; Titus 2:13; Rev. 19:20).  
· “Brightness” is defined as splendor, radiance, glory and light with the idea that if the entire universe exploded, His brightness would exceed that;
· Simply by showing Himself, the antichrist is destroyed.  Note “destroy” does not mean annihilate, but to make inoperative, powerless, to stop.
V 20: The grim judgment of the hostile forces: a lake of fire.  The horrifying judgement of the antichrist and the false prophet is the same for all who have rebelled against God – including the devil and his fallen angels: everlasting flame.
V 21: The weapon of victory: the sword of power of the Lord’s Word.  Jesus Christ has no physical, material, carnal or fleshly weapons made on this earth.  He doesn’t need them.  His word is immediate, instantaneous, complete, through and final.  This is why there is no horrifying battle taking place – save souls dropping dead: a horrifying sight, but a result of the declaration of His Word.  
· Conclusion: For all those who reject Jesus Christ, He has no choice.  He will stop the slaughter and insane evil at Armageddon.  You can still choose.  And you have now heard and been warned: delay IS a choice.  Don’t delay.  Accept Jesus NOW.
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