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Revelation 20:7-10 The Millennium’s End
Revelation 20:10 - “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”
We often are so excited with the advent of the Millennium that we often forget about its end.  What happens then?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “devil” or in the Greek, “Diabolos” literally means, “slanderer, false accuser”; “deceived” or “Planao” means, “to stray” (in context from truth to a lie); “tormented” or “Basanizo” meaning, “harass, distress with grievous pain.”
· Literal Application: And the slanderer (of God) and false accuser (of the saints) who was causing many to stray from the truth to a lie was hurled into the lake of fire and brimstone, where both the Beast and the False Prophet were, and they will be subjected to grievous pain by day and by night into the ages of the ages.”
· Contextual & Comparison: This is a shocking passage: the return of Satan.  
V 7: Satan is loosed.  Why and who is he after?

· Remember the nations at Armageddon were representative armies, not the entire world’s population.  Noncombatants become witnesses to the glory of Christ after the encounter (Is. 66:15-16, 19; Zec. 14:16-19);
· There are also survivors of the bowl judgments (Rev. 16:18-21);
· There will be people saved during the Millennium;

· Nations are in existence, not near their former populations.  These and future generations during the Millennium are those that Christ rules with a rod of iron and executes justice (Is. 2:1-4; 1 Cor. 15:24-28).
· Satan will be loosed for the same reason that his is allowed to tempt now: to show man what is in his heart, that he must turn to Christ or face destruction.  People during the Millennium will be no different from any other generation; like every other generation, most will reject Christ;

· God releases Satan to vindicate His own justice: to show that people who reject Him deserve judgment and condemnation;
· Critical to our understanding is that, as the Messiah reigns between v 3 and v 7 (Satan bound and unbound) in the fulfillment of the unconditional covenant of God to Abraham, it will be demonstrated that unregenerate man even under ideal social, moral, economic, environmental and political conditions cannot think God’s thoughts but is still determined in his rebellious heart to strike God out of their life’s equation.  Thus Marx’s ideal social state along with such environmental deteminists (Rousseau, Godwin, Pavlov, Watson, Skinner, et. al.,) who insist man is bad only superficially because of external stimuli, will be shown demonstrably false in vv 8-9;
· If man is evil because he is poor, why rebel against God after a thousand years of affluence (Is. 35:1); if man fights because he is attacked pleading self-defense, why do so after a millennium of peace (Is. 11:9); if he pleads ignorance of God’s salvation, what excuse during a reign of righteousness (Is. 2:2-3); if the environment makes man evil, how did the first, perfect environment become bad?  It is not environment; it is the infection of sin;
· Satan, always a liar and deceiver, released and having learned nothing from a 1,000 years imprisonment, will go forth to deceive and mobilize his victims.  From the day that God in His infinite and ineffable wisdom chose to create Lucifer, and permit the evil which was to be found in him (Ez. 28:15) the finite god of this insignificant world (2 Cor. 4:4) has dreamed of destroying the infinite universe of God.  This unholy spirit who is allowed by sovereignty to work in the children of disobedience (Eph. 2:1-3) will make his last attempt to dethrone his Creator.

V 8: Satan immediately deceives the nations.  

· Many in the Millennium will not be saved;

· Despite His creation and personal interaction with Adam & Eve, they rejected God.  Despite Christ living in Jerusalem, having rebuilt the earth and established prosperity and peace, many will (again) reject God;

· To many, Jesus will be a mere ruler.  Those deceived by Satan will be numbered as the sand of the sea;
· Satan employs the same deception used 1,000 years earlier to mobilize troops at Armageddon (Rev. 16:14)

V 9: The last armies of the world will be destroyed.
· The nations will march against Jerusalem and the throne of Christ seeking to take over the world for themselves, to which God laughs (Ps. 2:4);

· The nations misinterpret who Christ is: Sovereign Majesty of the Universe instead of a mere man and ruler;

· Without warning, God devours them with fire (Mt. 25:41).

V 10: Satan condemned forever.
· The “anointed cherub” (Ez. 28:14) finds his destiny in hell.
· Conclusion: “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”  (Acts 4:12)
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