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Revelation 20:11-15 The Great White Throne Judgment
Revelation 20:11 - “And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.”
We often hear about the Great White Throne Judgment.  What happens there?  Who is the focus?  How bad are the judgments?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “white” or in the Greek, “
Leukos” means, “bright, brilliant, shimmering white”; “fled away” or “Pheugo” means, “seek safety by flight; to escape safely out of danger”.
· Literal Application: “And I saw a great white brilliant, shimmering throne and the One sitting upon it, from the face of Whom the earth and heaven tried to seek safety by fleeing; but a place was not found for them.”
· Contextual & Comparison:  The word "judgment" is in the King James Version of the Bible 294 times.  Of all the judgments in Scripture, this is the final one:
V 11: The place of judgment: the great white throne.  Unbelievers shall stand before the very throne of God, face to face with the one they either denied existed or denied lordship.  The point is the universality of the jurisdiction of the court.  Our Lord is the Judge (John 5:22; Acts 17:31) and He is God and therefore His rule is omnipresent.  The earth and the heaven, a poetic way of saying ‘all creation’ have fled from God all their existence, yet unsuccessful in their search for a place where they could escape His jurisdiction (Psalm 114:3, 7).  If these lost souls had had David’s experience in Psalm 139:7-12, they would not have need to flee from Him at Judgment.  The jurisdiction of this Judge is universal (Col. 1:14-20) and when He speaks the decision is final, for eternity and can never be appealed.

The time of judgment: when heaven and earth flee away.  A second meaning is this judgment is initiated as the current heavens and earth are literally, physically destroyed.  There stand billions of unbelievers upon the great sea of glass before a shimmering throne when a massive explosion, destroyed by fire, consumes the world in which they had lived their lives.  What they had lived for is gone: money, houses, lands, position, power, fame, drugs, sex, alcohol, comfort.  There will no longer be a world for the unbeliever and they do not belong in Heaven.  There will be only one place for them.
V 12: The persons to be judged: all unbelievers.  All the unsaved dead, who were not disturbed by the second coming, of all the ages (Rev. 20:5) will be standing before the throne (Rom 2:16).  Saints of the ages will have already been resurrected/raptured.  Their judgment was affected at Calvary, and the issue of their salvation will not be in doubt, though we will face the judgment for rewards of believers’ works (2 Cor. 5:10, 11; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; Rev. 11:18).

The basis of the judgment.  There are two kinds of books in Heaven, and both will present:

· There is the book of life: where the name of every human being who ever lived is written.  While God longs for everyone to live with Him forever, which is why every name is recorded, when he or she fails to accept Christ that name is erased, losing the right to live as a citizen of Heaven (Ex 32:32-33; Ps. 69:28; Luke 10:20; Rev. 3:5);

· There is the book of records: works of all unbelievers.  This book is not opened to determine if the person is doomed to hell – the book of life tells us that.  This book of records determines the degree of punishment to be received (Mt. 11:22, 23; Ps. 62:12; Je. 17:10).
V 13: The resurrection to judgment: the resurrection of unbelievers.  The first resurrection (of believers) has already taken place 1,000 years prior; this resurrection calls forth all unbelievers:

· They shall be treated with perfect justice and equity: bear a punishment that is equal to their works; bear a punishment that perfectly matches their behavior; bear a punishment that measures out exactly to what they did;

· Since the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23) and since they did not accept Christ, they will be judged on the basis of strict legality (Rom. 3:26).  The just Judge who justifies Himself to believers in Jesus, in whatever age, will, with the same standard of justice, judge others according to their works (Ps. 28:4; 2 Tim. 4:14)
Vv 14-15: The second death: lake of fire.  Hades is the place where all unbelievers go after their death, a temporary place as they await the final judgment.  The lake of fire is the final and everlasting place of torment where they are cast immediately following their appearance before Jesus (Mt. 13:41, 42).  
· Conclusion: Peter sums up the juxtaposition between believers and unbelievers in this life in this way: “the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the Day of Judgment, 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.” (2 Peter 2:9).  
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