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Revelation 21:1-8 The New Heavens and New Earth
Revelation 21:1 - “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.”
With the close of chapter 20 we turn away from the story of generation, degeneration and regeneration to chapter 21 – the beautiful picture of the new heavens and earth.  What may we expect?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “new” or in the Greek, “Kainos” meaning, “Form: recent, fresh, unused; Substance: unprecedented; novel”; “passed away” or “Parerchomai” meaning, “perish”.
· Literal Application: “And I saw a fresh heaven and a newly made earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had perished, and the sea existed no longer.”
· Contextual & Comparison: The play has ended.  The curtain is down on the last act.  Christ is totally triumphant.  His enemy, Satan, was doomed by His death at Calvary (Heb. 2:14) and His elect are saved by the same event.  The divine plan of the ages, conceived by Him who does everything after the counsel of His own will (Eph. 1:11) has run its course.  There remains only to show the scene where the eternal drama of Christian service and worship will be enacted.  For it is the new heavens and the new earth wherein dewelleth righteousness (2 Peter 3:13), the new creation which the saints have been looking for, that we will spend life everlastingly.  
V 1: The new creation.  The eternal order of things will be the society originally intended at creation.  The present order, both the cursed earth and its atmospheric and stellar heavens will have passed away as described in 2 Peter 3:10-13.  Clues as to our situation in this new environment are found in Is. 65:17 - “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind” as well as Is. 66:22 – “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make shall remain before me, says the Lord, so shall your offspring and your name remain.”  The reason for the lack of seas is speculative.
V2: The new city of God.  Note that the term “heaven” is used in three senses: atmospheric, stellar and God’s heaven, the latter not touched in the fire of 2 Peter.  God’s throne will always be secure.  The city is prepared, built by One who grew up in a carpenter’s shop (Mt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3) and it is beautiful.  Heaven, the Holy City, is a prepared place for a prepared people.  
V 3: The immediate fellowship with God.  Now that the spiritual foundation and preparation has been laid, here is the answer to Jesus’ prayer of John 17:21.  Christ’s prayer of John 17:9-26 is totally answered.  V 21 breathes intimacy between God and His saints.  We are going to be neighbors in the same city.  This is the result of the incarnation of the Word.  This is the goal which the triune Godhead had in mind when it was said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness….” (Gen. 1:26).

Vv 4-6: The perfection of all things.  The one on the throne is our Lord (Jn. 5:22).  Only He can say, “I am making everything new” since He is the One who created originally (Jn 1:2; Heb. 1:2; Col. 1:16, 17).  Just as regeneration is a new experience that admits us to a new life-style (2 Cor. 5:17), as a result of which regenerated people are unable to conform to a ruined world, so now Christ regenerates the universe to fit His regenerated saints.  The Christian was given a new personality at regeneration (2 Cor. 5:17).  He will be given a new body to go with this new personality at the rapture (1 Jn. 3:2; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Th. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:44, 51).  Finally, as time yields to eternity he will be introduce into a new universe – a new environment for his new body and personality.  
Before the rapture, every Christian struggles within himself (Rm. 7:11-25; Gal. 5:16), as the old nature fights against the new nature.  We resist a godless societal environment.  At last, the struggle ends.  This new creation is not an ‘accommodation’ as there is no compromise with evil.  Evil will be sent to hell in total banishment.  Only God the Father, Christ, the Holy Spirit and the Body of Christ will remain in a universe totally obedient to the divine will and capable of infinite development.  And John adds: there is no doubt about it! (Ps. 47:8).
Vv 6-7: The Citizens.  In John 19:30 Jesus said, “It is finished”; here He says, “It is done.”  Redemption was accomplished on the cross; now the entire redemptive program of God is complete.  John 1:1 and Col. 1:17 are dramatically played out as the Origin and End of all things is this Sovereign.  Those who have thirsted (Mt. 5:6) are led to a fountain of life (Ps. 23:2).  Overcomers are promised that they will eat from the Tree of Life (Rev. 2:7), unharmed by the second death (2:11), eat from hidden manna and be given a new name (2:17), have authority over the nations (2:26), be clothed in white garments (3:5), be made a permanent pillar in the house of God (3:12), and sit with Jesus on His throne (3:21). 
V 8: Those who rejected Christ and continued in their sin.  God’s Kingdom both includes and excludes: sinners (1 Cor. 6:9-10) & the unbelieving – (Ps. 14:1).
· Conclusion: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31); “now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).
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