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Revelation 21:9-23 The New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:9 - “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.”
John, struck with the peace and beauty of the New Jerusalem – especially after all of the horror of disobedience and judgment, struggles to communicate not only what he sees but senses.  What are these things?   To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Grammatical Usage: “Bride” or in the Greek, “Numphe” literally means, “betrothed”
· Literal Application: “And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls which were full of seven last plagues approached and began to talk to me, saying, ‘Come.  I will show you the betrothed, the wife of the Lamb.’”
· Contextual & Comparison: Having introduced the subject to us in the previous eight verses, John now takes a step back (in his classic approach) to describe the New Jerusalem in detail:
V 9: The last vision.  It is interesting that an angel who had been involved in visiting the punishment of God upon the unsaved would be just as ready to conduct a tour of the Holy City.  This speaks to the fact that, again, it was never God’s intention to deal with sin and sinners.  Angels are personal spiritual beings who have intelligence, emotions, and will. This is true of both the good and evil angels (demons). Angels possess intelligence (Mt. 8:29; 2 Cor. 11:3; 1 Pt. 1:12), show emotion (Lk. 2:13; James 2:19; Rev. 12:17), and exercise will (Lk. 8:28-31; 2 Tim. 2:26; Jude 6). Angels are spirit beings (Heb. 1:14) without true physical bodies. Although they do not have physical bodies, they are still personalities.  The greatest thing we can learn from the holy angels is their instant, unquestioning obedience to God's commands and God is unquestionably love first and foremost (1Jn. 4:8), hence an angelic role reversal…a return to original intent.
The imagery and symbolism of marriage is applied to Christ and the body of believers known as the church. The church is comprised of those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior and have received eternal life. Christ, the Bridegroom, has sacrificially and lovingly chosen the church to be His bride (Ephesians 5:25–27). Just as there was a betrothal period in biblical times during which the bride and groom were separated until the wedding, so is the bride of Christ separate from her Bridegroom during the church age. Her responsibility during the betrothal period is to be faithful to Him (2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:24). At the rapture, the church will be united with the Bridegroom and the official “wedding ceremony” will take place and, with it, the eternal union of Christ and His bride will be realized (Revelation 19:7–9; 21:1-2).

In the eternal state, believers will have access to the heavenly city known as New Jerusalem, also called “the holy city” in Rev. 21:2 and 10. The New Jerusalem is not the church, but it takes on some of the church’s characteristics. In his vision of the end of the age, the apostle John sees the city coming down from heaven adorned “as a bride,” meaning that the city will be gloriously radiant and the inhabitants of the city, the redeemed of the Lord, will be holy and pure, wearing white garments of holiness and righteousness. Some have misinterpreted v 9 to mean the holy city is the bride of Christ, but Christ died for His people, not for a city. The city is called the bride because it encompasses all who are the bride, just as all the students of a school are sometimes referred to as “the school.”
Vv 10-23: Physical depictions of spiritual attributes:
1. Vv 12-13: The gates with the twelve tribes of Israel symbolize the only way to the true God is by the Jewish Messiah Jesus Christ (Jn. 4:22).  The gates on all four sides indicates God’s intent that all be saved (remember, all names are in the book of life until deleted);
2. Vv 14-17: Note “the twelve apostles of the Lamb” clearly defining the only way of salvation is Jesus Christ (Is. 45:22; Ep. 2:19-20; 2 Tim. 2:19).  Those who believe occupy a 2.25 million square mile area!;

3. Vv 18-21: This is a depiction of God’s staggering beauty and variety – an insight into God’s unfathomable complexity and diversity (Job 36:26);
4. V 22: A critical verse given God’s presence will be so manifested that the very atmosphere will prove infused; every person will be filled with God’s Spirit; every person perfectly conscious of God’s presence;
5. V 23: Jesus is not only “the Light of the world” (John 8:12), but He is also the Light of the New Jerusalem.  God’s glory will illuminate not only this very special city, but the entire universe (solar systems, suns, moons, galaxies).  Realize God’s glory is constant, and as we journey through life we will see it manifest here and there, in this person or that situation.  But it all goes back to God in the end. And the only way to God is through His Son, Jesus Christ. We will find the very source of all beauty in Him, in heaven, if we are in Christ. Nothing will be lost to us. All those things that faded in life we will find again in Him & His glory.
· Conclusion: Believers in Jesus Christ are the bride of Christ, and we wait with great anticipation for the day when we will be united with our Bridegroom. Until then, we remain faithful to Him and say with all the redeemed of the Lord, “Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20).
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