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Jude 14-16 – God’s Penalty 
Jude 14 - “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints”
In the third of three summary statements, Jude writes about false teachers noting not only their due penalty, but their assured penalty.  To saint and sinner alike, it often appears people get away with evil.  They don’t.  Why?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context: Written between 60 and 80 A.D., the Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, for the end of the church age. In fact, Jude is the only book given entirely to the great apostasy.  
· Grammatical Usage: “Prophesied” or in the Greek, “Propheteuo” meaning, “to declare, specifically divine revelation”; “ten thousands” or “Murias” meaning, “innumerable multitude, an unlimited number.”
· Literal Application: And Enoch, the seventh generation from Adam, also prophesied about these men saying, ‘Behold the Lord came with countless numbers of His holy ones…
· Contextual/Comparison: All we know about Enoch from Scripture is found in Genesis 5:18-24; Hebrews 11:5, 6; and these two verses in Jude.   He is called the “godly” Enoch as opposed to Cain’s son with the same name (Gen. 4:17).  In a society that was rapidly being polluted and destroyed by sin, Enoch walked with God and kept his life clean, ministering as a prophet announcing judgment.
V 14: Note that Enoch puts the coming of the Lord in the past tense.  Caught up into Heaven he had Heaven’s eternal point of view and thus spoke of God’s final judgment upon the apostates as an accomplished fact.  In Revelation, John had Enoch’s experience and speaks of events, yet future, as though they were either contemporary or in the past.  “Countless numbers of His holy ones” refers to angels, heavenly creatures, spirits of just men made perfect.  From Enoch’s unique perspective, he views the final judgment, affirming not only a due penalty but the assurance of judgment and the application of that penalty.
V 15: Enoch provides us three significant insights into the coming final judgment:
1. It will be a personal judgment: God Himself will come to judge the world.  He will not send a famine, flood, earthquake, fire from Heaven nor an angel as an emissary.  With Himself coming, Enoch demonstrates the seriousness of the event and its finality reminding us of James 5:9: “…behold, the Judge is standing at the door.”  Though it is a personal judgment, our Lord will not judge alone; we, the saints of God, will be with Him.  As noted above, “saints” and “holy ones” are referenced.  Yes, angels will be accompanying, but we know from Rev. 19:14; Col. 3:4; and 1 Thess. 3:13 that the people of God will accompany Him upon His return to defeat His enemies and establish His righteous Kingdom (1 Cor. 6:2-3).  Jude takes a long view as to how over the centuries the people of God have suffered at the hands of the ungodly, false teachers included, but the tables will be turned.
2. It will be a universal judgment: none will escape.  Just as the flood destroyed all who were outside the ark and the fire and brimstone destroyed all in Sodom and Gomorrah save Lot, his wife and two daughters, so the last judgment will encompass all the ungodly.  The word “ungodly” is used 4 times!  Peter sheds light on this usage: “But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly” (2 Pet. 3:7).
3. I will be a just judgment: God convicting or ‘convincing’ of sin.  There will be a judge, Jesus Christ (Jn. 5:22) but no jury.  There will be prosecution, but no defense for every mouth will be stopped (Rom. 3:19).  There will be a sentence, but no appeal for there can be no higher court than God’s final judgment.  The entire procedure will be just for the righteous Son of God is…and will be in charge.  The Lord will have the record of every individual’s “ungodly deeds.”  But more than this, He will have the motive and hidden desire which prompted every deed.  He will recall “hard speeches” that they uttered against the Lord.  The word “hard” has the idea of rough, harsh, uncivil spewing.
V 16:  After all, “murmurers” and “complainers” would naturally speak harshly and “…bold and willful, they do not tremble as they blaspheme the glorious ones” (2 Pet. 2:10).  At this final judgment, their own words along with their own motives will testify against them.
· Conclusion: There are times when we ask, “O Lord, how long shall the wicked,

how long shall the wicked exult?  4 They pour out their arrogant words; all the evildoers boast” (Ps. 94:3-4).  The answer is: “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him” (Ps. 50:3).  Where will you be standing: with the Lord or before the Lord?  Facing hell or, “…waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells”? (2 Pet. 3:13b).  Choose NOW.
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