Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                      April 29, 2018
Ephesians 1:7-12 Redeemed, Forgiven, Directed
Ephesians 1:7 - “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace”
Just as the Trinity is at work in our lives, each has role in our blessings.  What are the blessings of the Son?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Redemption” or in the Greek “Apolutrosis” literally means, “release, liberation ransom”; “forgiveness” or “Aphesis” means, “release from bondage.”
· Literal Application: “…because of Whom (Christ) we have been liberated through his blood, released from the bondage of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace”
· Contextual/Comparison: We should not think that each person of the Godhead works independently but work together to make salvation possible.  Each Person does have a specific ministry to perform in our lives.  Last week we looked at the blessings afforded us by the Father.  This week Paul outlines the our blessings from the Son: 
· He has redeemed us (V 7a): To redeem is to purchase for the intent of setting free.  There were 60 million salves in the Roman Empire, bought and sold like furniture…or bought to be set free.  This is what Jesus had done for us – the price His own blood (1 Pet. 1:18, 19).  This ‘freedom’ includes: 1) free from the law (Gal. 5:1); 2) free from slavery to sin (Rom 6); 3) free from the power of Satan (Gal. 1:4); 4) free from the world (1 Cor. 2:12);
· He has forgiven us (V 7b): Christ died to release us from our sin, our sin never to be seen again (Jn. 1:29; Ps. 103:12).  There is no accusation against you because Christ has removed our sin, therefore while sin made us poor His grace has made us rich (Col. 2:2);
· He has revealed God’s will to us (Vv 8-10): The word “mystery” has nothing to do with things ‘eerie’.  Rather, it means a sacred secret of God once hidden but now revealed to the people of God. A specific revealed secret is that all things will be reunited in Christ just as they were in Gen. 1:31a.  The root idea of God’s mysteries is information known only to those on the inside, but hidden to those who are without (Mk. 4:11). It refers to information which has been kept secret, veiled (Rom. 16:25-26). 
The "Mysteries" of the New Testament include:
1. The mystery of the kingdom of heaven (Mt. 13). 

2. The mystery Israel’s blindness and God's purpose (Rom. 11:1-25).

3. The mystery of the Church’s rapture (1 Cor. 15:51-57; 1 Thess. 4:13f).

4. The mystery of Jew/Gentile as one in Christ (Eph. 3:1-11; 2:11f).

5. The mystery of the church as the bride of Christ (Eph. 5:25-32).

6. The mystery of the indwelling of Christ as the hope of glory; spiritual deliverance by the power of the indwelling Christ (Col. 1:26-27; 2:2).

7. The mystery of lawlessness - gradual buildup of the state of lawlessness which will culminate in the man of lawlessness (I Thess. 2:7).

8. The mystery of godliness (I Tim. 3:16).

9. The mystery of the church as the seven stars (Rev. 1:20).

10. The mystery as to why God has allows evil to exist (Rev. 10:7).

11. The mystery of Babylon, the truth regarding the source of the ancient and godless abominations (Rev. 17:5, 7).
· He has made us an inheritance (Vv 11, 12): In Christ we have a wonderful inheritance (1 Pet. 1:1-4).  But more importantly, in Christ WE are an inheritance (Eph. 1:5).  John 17 is replete with Christ calling us “those whom thou hast given me.”  Here in Ephesians, we are 1) Christ’s body (1:22-23); 2) Christ’s building (2:19-22); 3) Christ’s bride (5:22-23).  In fact, we are “joint heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17), which means that Jesus cannot claim His inheritance apart from us!
· Conclusion: When we ask, “How much does Jesus love me?” we only need to look at the cross. He stretched out His arms and said, “I love you this much.” He gave His life to give you new life.  Embrace Jesus now…and know new life!
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