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Ephesians 1:13-14 Sealed for Evermore
Ephesians 1:13 - “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise”
Just as the Trinity is at work in our lives, each has a role in our blessings.  What are the blessings of the Spirit?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Sealed” or in the Greek, “Sphragizo” means, “mark; authenticate.”
· Literal Application: In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were authenticated with the promised Holy Spirit, (14) who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul has talked to us about our blessings from the Father (eternity past: Eph. 1:4-6), the Son (history past Eph. 1:7-12) and now the Holy Spirit (our immediate experience): 
· He has sealed us (V 13).  The entire process of salvation is provided in this single verse.  How does a sinner become a saint?
· The sinner hears the Gospel: Jesus Christ died, buried and risen again (1 Cor. 15:1).  The Gospel came “to the Jew first” (Rom. 1:16) but Paul, a Jew, brought it to the Gentile Ephesians;
· Having heard the Word, the Ephesians believed and it is this faith that brought salvation (Eph. 2:8, 9).  This is the same pattern Paul laid out in Romans 10:13-16.  This is God’s plan for evangelism;

· Having believed, they were “sealed with the Spirit.”  You receive the Spirit immediately upon trusting Christ.

· What is the significance of this sealing?
· It speaks of a finished transaction (Romans 8:30);

· It speaks of ownership: God has put His seal upon us because he purchased us (1 Cor. 6:19-20);

· It speaks of security and protection: John 14:16-17 states the Spirit abides with the believer forever.  Note: it is possible to grieve the Spirit and thereby lose the blessings of His ministry to us and through us (Eph. 4:30) but He NEVER leaves us.

· It speaks of authenticity: the presence of the Spirit proves one belongs to Christ (Eph. 1:13; see Holy Spirit supplement).

· He has given us a guarantee (V 14a).  How?  By guaranteeing our redemption (Rom. 8:18-23; 1 Jn. 3:1-3):  

· We have been redeemed through faith in Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:7);
· We are being redeemed as the Spirit works in our lives to make us more like Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:1-4);

· We shall be redeemed when Jesus Christ returns and we become like Him (1 John 3:2).

· To the praise of His Glory (V 14b).  To “glorify” God means to give glory to Him. The word glory as related to God in the Old Testament bears with it the idea of greatness of splendor. In the New Testament, the word translated “glory” means "dignity, honor, praise and worship." Putting the two together, we find that glorifying God means to acknowledge His greatness and give Him honor by praising and worshiping Him, primarily because He, and He alone, deserves to be praised, honored and worshipped. God's glory is the essence of His nature, and we give glory to Him by recognizing that essence.  To glorify God is to extol His attributes—His holiness, faithfulness, mercy, grace, love, majesty, sovereignty, power, and omniscience, to name a few—rehearsing them over and over in our minds and telling others about the singular nature of the salvation only He offers.
“It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High...” (Ps. 92:1). That means it is pleasant, valuable, and morally excellent. Ps. 147:1 tells us that praise is beautiful and agreeable.  When we consider the reasons why we should praise God, we find a list of His attributes. He is full of glory (Ps. 138:5), great (Ps. 145:3), wise and powerful (Dan. 2:20), good (Ps. 107:8), merciful and faithful (Ps. 89:1), and much more. This list of attributes is complemented by a list of His wonderful works. He is the One who saves us (Ps. 18:46), keeps His promises (1 Kings 8:56), pardons sin (Ps. 103:1-3), and gives us our daily food (Ps. 136:25). To try to list all the things God has done is impossible, but it is a wonderful exercise because it turns our hearts back to Him and keeps us mindful of how much we owe to Him.
· Conclusion: Praise is a vital part of a life surrendered to God, and it gives credit where credit is due. “O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men!” (Ps. 107:8)
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