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Ephesians 2:10 God’s Work In and Through Us 
Ephesians 2:10 - “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”
Having met Jesus, now what?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Workmanship” or in the Greek, “Poiema” which means, “that which is made; manufactured”; “created” or “Ktizo” meaning, “form, shape, i.e. to completely change or transform”; “good” or “Agathos” meaning, “excellent, distinguished, honorable”; “works” or “Ergon” meaning, “act or deed”; “ordained” or “Proetoimazo” meaning, “pre-prepared.”
· Literal Application: Because we are His new creation, having been completely changed and transformed in association with Christ Jesus for the purpose of excellent deeds which He has previously planned in order that we should walk in the sphere of their activity (spending our lives performing them).
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul began this chapter with Satan’s blueprint for our lives (Eph. 2:1-3).  He then moved to share the story of regeneration (Vv 4-9).  We now have God’s blueprint for our new lives in Christ Jesus (V 10):
1. God works IN us:

· Conversion is not the end.  This has proven the entire point of Paul’s letter to a successful local church: there is more in Christ than salvation.  Salvation is the beginning point of a new life (2 Corinthians 5:17). God has ability to restore and rebuild what was destroyed by sin. In Joel 2:25, God promises Israel that, even though He had brought judgment upon them for their sins, He is able to “restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten”, when Israel repents and returns to Him. This is not to say that getting saved makes everything happy and trouble-free in this life. There are times that God chooses to allow hardship as a reminder of the high cost of sin or of our need to rely on Him more. But we face those trials with a new outlook and strength from above. In fact, the hardships we endure are actually gifts from God to cause us to grow in faith and to equip us to be a blessing to others (2 Corinthians 1:4–6; 12:8–10);
· Conversion must be real.  It is biblically inconsistent to say that someone has been saved but has not changed. Many people go through the outward motions of giving their lives to Christ, but no lifestyle change follows. That is not real salvation but is a “dead” faith (James 2:26). When you walk into a dark room and flip the switch, you expect light. If no light appears, you rightly assume something is wrong. When a dark heart receives the light of salvation, it is illuminated (John 12:46). Priorities change. Desires change. Outlook changes. Life is seen clearly for the first time. If the darkness of sin continues, we can rightly assume no light came on.
2. God works THROUGH us:

· God has ordained us for good works.  In Jesus’ ministry, everyone who came to Him in faith was forever changed. The demoniac of Decapolis went home an evangelist (Mark 5:20). Lepers rejoined society, cleansed and rejoicing (Luke 17:15–16). Fishermen became apostles (Matthew 4:19), publicans became philanthropists, and sinners became saints (Luke 19:8–10). By faith we are saved (Ephesians 2:8), and the change that salvation brings starts now.  In the Epistles we also find a consistent emphasis on daily living. In our text, Ephesians 2:10, the reason we are saved is not just to spend eternity in heaven but “to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” These “good works” are to be done here, in this world. If our eternal salvation isn’t reflected in our daily lives, there is a problem.
· James wrote his letter to encourage an applied faith. Our salvation ought to result in a controlled tongue (James 1:26) and other changes in our lives. Faith that purports to exist apart from the evidence of good works is “dead” (James 2:20). Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 2:12 that we should “live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.” A life that is surrendered and obedient to God is a natural outgrowth of salvation. Jesus taught that we are His servants, placed here to carry on His business while we await His return (Luke 19:12–27).  Our Christian duty is to live in the light God gives: “Now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8). When we walk in the light, we cannot walk in darkness. Sin is left in the shadows as we let our light “shine before men” (Matthew 5:16). It is God’s plan for us to become more like Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:3).
· Conclusion: “Walking in the light” means we consider Jesus as “the light” in this world, and we “walk” in that light by following His precepts, living in His power, and growing in His grace.  How is your walk?  The path dark or enlightened?  
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