Grace Evangelical Free Church                                                                     August 5, 2018
Ephesians 2:15-16 The Cross
Ephesians 2:16 - “And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby”
From Jesus’ youth, indeed even from his birth, the cross cast its shadow ahead of him. His death was central to his mission and it was very specific death – upon a cross.  Why? What does this mean?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Reconcile” or in the Greek, “Apokatallasso” meaning, “reestablish”; “slain” or “Apokteino” meaning, “destroy; eliminate”; “enmity” or “Echthra” meaning, “hatred, hostility.”
· Literal Application: …and in order that He might reconnect both to God in association with one body, by means of the cross, by eliminating the hostility in Himself.
· Contextual/Comparison: Having underscored the essential nature of the shed blood of Christ in the redemption of the Ephesians – the Gentiles, Paul presses the point:
V 15: The key word is “create.”  The church, the body of Christ, is God’s new creation (2 Cor. 2:15).  The word "church" comes from the Greek word “ekklesia” which is defined as "an assembly" or "called-out ones." The root meaning of "church" is not that of a building, but of people. Paul refers to the church in their “house" not a church building, but a body of believers (Romans 16:5).
The church is the body of Christ, of which He is the head (Eph. 1:22-23). The body of Christ is made up of all believers in Jesus Christ from the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) until Christ's return. The body of Christ is comprised of two aspects: 

1) The universal church consists of all those who have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. "For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free, and we were all given the one Spirit to drink" (1 Cor. 12:13). This verse says that anyone who believes is part of the body of Christ and has received the Spirit of Christ as evidence. The universal church of God is all those who have received salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.

2) The local church is described in Galatians 1:1-2: "Paul, an apostle and all the brothers with me, to the churches in Galatia." Here we see that in the province of Galatia there were many churches, what we call local churches - a local body of believers. The universal church is comprised of those who belong to Christ and who have trusted Him for salvation. These members of the universal church should seek fellowship and edification in a local church.
By creating this new dynamic, it abolishes Jewish rites and laws: “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes," (Rom. 10:4).  The Law is the issue that had to be dealt with in order to bring us into a right relationship with God and Christ has done this (Galatians 2:16). 
V 16: The key word is “cross.”  The bible gives a whole host of things that the death of Jesus accomplished.  I will highlight five of them:
1. Jesus’ crucifixion was an atoning sacrifice to God for sin (Romans. 5:11).  Throughout the Old and New Testament atonement sacrifice is anchored in the context of Israel’s worship.  When Jesus died on the cross as an atoning sacrifice for sin, it was an act of worship to the God of Israel;

2. Jesus’ crucifixion made peace between us and God.  In fact, the book of Colossians states that God “made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross” (Col. 2:20).  Whatever hostility there was, is, or will be between people and God, it is the death of Jesus that brings peace;

3. Jesus’ crucifixion takes away our shame.  The bible claims that Jesus “despised the shame of the cross” (Hebrews 12:2) meaning Jesus believed that God would vindicate him, God would prove to all that Jesus was not only innocent, but that he was doing exactly what God wanted him to do.  Jesus is in a position to reign over all of creation.  What power does shame have when God is on your side?  Well, in a word, none;
4. Jesus’ crucifixion demonstrated God’s profound love for us (Romans 5:8).  Jesus didn’t willingly go to his crucifixion for us after we felt bad about things we’ve done.  Nor did Jesus willingly offer up his life for us after we repented, or once we finally got our lives together.  No, Jesus gave his life up for us at the moment when we were rebelling against God;

5. Jesus’ crucifixion set the standard for how Jesus followers are to live (John 15:20).   In the bible, this act of Jesus becomes the standard for family ethics, handling church conflict, responding to opposition, interpreting hardships, to name only a few.  It is no exaggeration to say that the early church understood their ethics primarily through the cross of Jesus their king. 
· Conclusion: Have you confessed at the foot of the cross?  Only here is there salvation.  Only here is there surrender.  Only here is their death unto life.
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