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Ephesians 3:7-8 Unsearchable Riches
Ephesians 3:8 - “Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ”
As if salvation in Christ Jesus isn’t enough, Paul tells us of ‘unsearchable riches’ beyond our imagination.  What are these?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Unsearchable” on in the Greek, “Anexichniastos” meaning, “not fully comprehended; unfathomable; untraceable”; “riches” or “Ploutos” meaning, “abundance; fullness.”
· Literal Application: To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable abundance and fullness of Christ…
· Contextual/Comparison: In the midst of Paul’s suffering, he dwells not upon his shackles, but upon his mission, God’s power and our riches in Christ Jesus:
V 7: Learning to rely on the power of God is part of living the Christian life.  Paul cited this power in Ephesians 1:19–21, power beyond measure, a super-abounding or surpassing power, power that is “more than enough.”  How can we learn to rely on the enormous power of God? First of all, we choose to remember the things that God has done: “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced” (Ps. 105:4–5).  Also, to rely on the power of God, we must learn to cease trusting in our frail efforts and hand our resources over to the One who can do anything. God’s power is perfected in our weakness (2 Cor. 12:9). The disciples were at their wits’ end trying to figure out how to feed the 5,000; it was not until they brought the small amount of food they had to Christ that anyone was fed. Joshua stood helpless before the walls of Jericho, but he learned to trust the Lord’s battle plan. Zerubbabel faced the daunting task of rebuilding the temple, and God reminded him that the work would be done “not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit” (Zech. 4:6).  Prayer is a vital part of relying on the power of God, as we pray, “Thy will be done” (Luke 11:2).  The resurrection of Jesus certainly demonstrates the great power of God and is the great hope of all believers.  No matter what happens in this world, we have the power of God and Jesus’ resurrection; the Lord will grant us an inheritance and sustain us through eternity. We “through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5). As Martin Luther sang during the Protestant Reformation, “The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still.”
V 8: No matter how weak or ill-equipped we may at times feel, we can rely on the power of God.  Paul refers to himself as “less than the least of all the Lord’s people” inferring he had no special claim on God’s wealth.  This humble statement is then contrasted with “the boundless riches of Christ.” Paul, who’s name in Latin means “little”, describes himself repeatedly as the lowest of believers (1 Tim. 1:15) while lifting Jesus up as the greatest of all. Every believer, in like humility, acknowledges the all-surpassing goodness and grace of God: “The LORD bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blameless” (Psalm 84:11).  In short, understanding the deep truths of God’s Word does not give a person a big head; it gives him a broken and contrite heart.  In Isaiah 66:2, the Lord says, “These are the ones I look on with favor: those who are humble and contrite in spirit, and who tremble at my word.”  By the way, this is why we are people of the Word of God!
Try as we might, we can never plumb the depths of Christ’s worth. Paul delineates some of these riches in Ephesians 1:7–14: redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, the knowledge of the mystery of His will, the message of truth, the sealing of the Holy Spirit, and the guarantee of our inheritance. These are spiritual riches with eternal benefits, and we cannot fully comprehend them.

The unsearchable riches of Christ cannot be fully traced out. “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9), so the riches of Christ include all that God is. The unsearchable riches of Christ are the Glory of God, the Truth of God, the Wisdom of God, the Life of God, and the Love of God. In Christ, God “has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing” (Ephesians 1:3). In Christ are hidden “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). In Christ, God “has given us everything we need for a godly life” (2 Peter 1:3).

Christ’s riches that He makes available to us are not material but spiritual. The unsearchable riches of Christ provide salvation to everyone who believes (John 3:16; Romans 1:16).  It is the gift that truly keeps on giving, as we are changed, by God’s Spirit, into “loving, happy, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and self-controlled” people (Galatians 5:22–23).
· Conclusion: Key to unsearchable riches is a right relationship with Jesus.  Do you know Him as Savior?  If not, these riches are unattainable.  For the believer, how is your walk with Christ?  Is it blameless (Ps 84:11)?  If not, they are realized.  
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