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Ephesians 3:17 Abiding in Christ
Ephesians 3:17 - “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love…”
How does Christ dwell within us and we abide in him?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Dwell” or in the Greek, “katoikeo” meaning, “settle down”; “rooted” or “Rhizoo” means, “established, fixed”; “grounded” or “Themelioo” meaning, “laying a foundation; stabilized.”
· Literal Application: …in order (and with the result) that Christ will live by means of faith in your hearts, after (and because of the fact that) you have been established and stabilized in love….
· Contextual/Comparison: Critical to our experiencing the life of Christ in us, Paul has asked God to grant two things:
1. The strengthening of the Holy Spirit in the inner man.  Harkening back to V 16, Paul continues to deal with the inner man.  This is the spiritual part of man where God dwells and works.  The inner man of the lost sinner is dead (Eph. 2:1), but it becomes alive when Christ is invited in.  The inner man can see (Ps. 119:18), hear (Mt. 13:9), taste (Ps. 34:8), feel (Acts 17:27) and he must be exercised (1 Tim. 4:7-8).  He also must be cleansed (Ps. 51:7) and fed (Mt. 4:4).  The outer man is perishing, but the inner man can be renewed spiritually in spite of outward physical decay (2 Cor. 4:16-18).  The psalmist's prayer should be our prayer as we age: “Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come” (Ps. 71:18).  It is this inner power…the Holy Spirit and Christ…that makes the inner man succeed for God’s Kingdom. 
2. The residence of Christ in our hearts by faith.  To “abide” is to live, continue, or remain; so, to abide in Christ is to live in Him or remain in Him. When a person is saved, he or she is described as being “in Christ” (Rom. 8:1; 2 Cor. 5:17), held secure in a permanent relationship (Jn. 10:28–29). Therefore, abiding in Christ is not a special level of Christian experience, available only to a few; rather, it is the position of all true believers. The difference between those abiding in Christ and those not abiding in Christ is the difference between the saved and the unsaved.
The phrase ‘abiding in Christ’ pictures an intimate, close relationship, not just a superficial acquaintance. In Jn. 15:4–7, Jesus tells His disciples that drawing life from Him is essential, using the picture of branches united to a vine. Without that vital union with Christ that salvation provides, there can be no life and no productivity…no settling down, no stability, no nourishment.  
Some people take the warning of Jn. 15:6 (branches that do not abide in the vine are thrown away and burned) to mean that Christians are always in danger of losing their salvation.  John restates the withered-branch conviction this way: “They [people now opposed to Christ] went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us” (1 Jn. 2:19).

One of the proofs of salvation is perseverance, or sustained abiding in Christ. The saved will continue in their walk with Christ (see Rev. 2:26). That is, they will “abide” or remain in Him. God will complete His work in them (Phil. 1:6), and they will bring forth much fruit to the glory of God (Jn. 15:5). 

Proofs of abiding in Christ include obedience to Christ’s commands (Jn. 15:10; 1 Jn. 3:24); following Jesus’ example (1 Jn. 2:6); living free from habitual sin (1 Jn. 3:6); and the awareness of a divine presence within one’s life (1 Jn. 4:13).  Paul is underscoring with the Ephesians that the trials of life are not just endured, but prove the reality of God in our lives.
In both James 1:2-4 and 1 Peter 1:6-9, we see the instruction of what we should do in the midst of trial. ‘Consider it pure joy…’ ‘In this you greatly rejoice…’ Why? Because trials make us stronger. The James passage clearly states that the testing of our faith produces perseverance. And the Peter passage states that our faith, which is priceless, will be proved genuine and result in praise to God. But how? 
· Understand that the world’s joy is not the same as the Spirit’s (Is. 35:10);
· Understand God is with you (Deuteronomy 7:21);

· Understand complaining is not an option (1 Thessalonians 1:6);

· Understand our focus is Christ (Hebrews 12:2).
Paul prayed that we might have a deeper experience with Christ, because only this will sustain us both in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2).
· Conclusion: God uses circumstances to gain our attention.  What are you facing?
PAGE  
2
Reverend Tony Raker

Grace Evangelical Free Church, 718 E. Queen Street, Strasburg, VA 22657

tonyraker@yahoo.com / www.graceevfreechurchva.org 

