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Ephesians 3:18-21 Victory in Christ
Ephesians 3:20 - “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us”
Why does Christ dwell with us?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Able” or in the Greek, “Dunamai” meaning, “power by one’s own ability”; “exceeding” or “Huper” meaning, “infinitely more”; “abundantly” or “Perissos” meaning, “over and above”; “power” or “Dunamis” meaning, “strength and ability.”
· Literal Application: Now unto the One (God) Who by His own ability to do infinitely more, over and above all that we ask for ourselves or even comprehend, according to the His strength and ability which is working in us.”
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul’s prayer for each of us, our inner man made alive, strengthened by the Holy Spirit, abiding in Christ moment by moment have:
V 18: Comprehension.  The English words ‘comprehend’ and ‘apprehend’ both stem from the Latin word ‘prehendere” which means, “to grasp.”  There are two meanings, one leading to another: (1) realizing something while (2) laying hold of it for yourself.  It is possible to understand something but not make it your own.  In our context, Paul is concerned that we may understand God to be God, but fail to let God be God through us.  Paul’s prayer includes a plea to realize the extent of God and His love for you, personally: then grasp it!  Why?  Because until we play out the destiny He has for us, we remain unfulfilled.  God's sovereignty reaches even to a plan for our individual lives.  Jeremiah confirms, "The word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, / before you were born I set you apart” (Jeremiah 1:4-5).  David wrote, "Your eyes saw my unformed body. / All the days ordained for me / were written in your book / before one of them came to be" (Psalm 139:16).  Why?
V 19: Victorious life.  To realize God’s love, laying hold of it, results in God’s fullness.  It is the pursuit and apprehension of the victorious life: “Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12-14).  If our goal is to know God, His love pouring in us and through us, it puts life into perspective: 1) I don’t have what it takes, but Christ does; 2) I belong to Christ, therefore I press on; 3) I lay aside every weight…including my past sin; 3) I keep my eyes fixed on a future with God; 4) I pursue that future moment by moment; 5) God shall see His will done in my life and I will die fulfilled!
V 20: Abundant Life.  We cannot comprehend the import of this verse until we remind ourselves from where we came: “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:1-3).  Once we were energized by Satan, but now we are energized by God.  He is able to do things for us for which we have never asked since we couldn’t even think of such.  The exertion of His power through us will accomplish for the Kingdom of God more than we can conceive.  Hence the rest of the story: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:4-9).
V 21: His glory.  1 Chronicles 16:28-29, “Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength, ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.” In this verse, we see two actions on our part that make up the action of glorifying God. First, we “ascribe” or give glory to Him because it is His due. No one else deserves the praise and worship that we give to glorify Him. Isaiah 42:8 confirms this: "I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.” Second, we are to “bring an offering” to God as part of the worship that glorifies Him. What offering?  Agreement, obedience and submission.   It is ALL about Him!
· Conclusion: Jesus confirmed glorifying and loving God are the same in John 14:15: “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”  Do you love God?  Living as you should?  Playing as you should?  God knows…and so do you.  In this moment, give Him praise…surrender afresh or anew and know His love.
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