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Ephesians 4:3 Unity of the Spirit
Eph. 4:3 - “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
The result of an individual’s obedience to walk with God has immediate if not dramatic results on a fellowship.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Endeavoring” or in the Greek, “Spoudazo” means, “eager; hasten”; “unity” or “Henotes” means, “agree”; “bond” or “Sundesmos” meaning, “bind”; “peace” or “Eirene” means, “tranquil”.  
· Literal Application: Eager to make a diligent effort to maintain agreement that comes from the Spirit by means of the common bind of fellowship which results in tranquility.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul opened Chapter 4 with our walk with God followed by, in V 2, the “how” which included the five “Bes” (Be lowly; Be meek; Be longsuffering; Be forbearing; Be loving).  He now launches into the corporate result of individuals who take their walk with God seriously:
· The Bible underscores the importance of “unity” and “oneness.” Unity with others is “good” and “pleasant” (Psalm 133:1). Unity is absolutely essential because the church is the “body of Christ” (1 Cor. 12:27). 
· Paul underscores unity begins with how we view ourselves within the body and how we view others. The key verse that addresses this is Phil. 2:3: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.”  Worldliness, not godliness, is the hallmark of the dis-unified church (Galatians 5:15; 1 Corinthians 3:3); 
· Most importantly, as Christians, we are to see one another in the light of the cross.  We are now slaves of Christ, slaves to righteousness, and as slaves of the Master, the task before us is not to quarrel and demand (Jude 1:3).
What unity is not: The inter-faith ecumenical / inter-denominational movement: We are not to be “yoked together with unbelievers” (2 Cor. 6:14; Gal. 1:6–9). 
Ten marks of a unified, healthy church:

1. They expect to have problems (James 1:2-4).  Steadfastness in the Greek carries with it the characteristics of constancy and endurance; a mature believer does not cower in the face of challenges, but understands that God walks with us through issues as, in God’s economy, the Holy Spirit is at work accomplishing a number of things simultaneously.  The reaction to “cut and run” simply is not a Biblical concept;
2. They handle criticism well (Deut. 13:12-15).  Criticism per se is not wrong.  There is a healthy way to express concerns, and there is a type of complaining that is like a cancer in its deadliness.  Notice in our text the appropriate reaction is: make inquiry, search it out and be diligent in the process;
3. They deal with problems promptly (Luke 17:3).  Promptness reflects genuine interest in both the issue and its resolution;
4. They depend on their lay leadership (Acts 6:3).  God does not send His pastoral servants to do everything themselves, but to assist others in finding their spiritual gifts, their calling, their place of service and exercising such;
5. The pastoral leadership stays with its divinely-given priorities (Acts 6: 2, 4).  The Biblical standard is that every gift has its definition and place.  A healthy church has employed every gift appropriately and consistently;

6. The congregation chooses good and godly leaders (Acts 6:3b);  
7. The congregation supports their leaders and trusts them (Hebrews 13:17);

8. Solutions model Christlikeness (Acts 6:5, 6).  The fellowship must be mature and godly – modeling Christ in His care and concern, directing all parties to the Word which specifically addresses all aspects of life and service;

9. Problems are dealt with so well that the world is impressed (Acts 6:7).  The outside world was watching; they got it right. They did it so well that the outside world—lay and priest alike—said, “We like what we see. We want what you have.”  We are instructed to reason together based upon the Scriptures which is the basis of all truth, including our relationships one to another and to the world from which we derive God’s blessing;
10. In God’s mercy, twelve other things happen immediately (Psalm 103:4-5, 10):

•
God is glorified. 

•
Jesus is pleased. 

•
The Holy Spirit is freed to do whatever He had planned. 

•
The devil is infuriated (not going according to his plan.)
•
The enemies are puzzled.  

•
The critics of the church are silenced. 

•
The church itself is edified and strengthened. 

•
Church members going through hard times are encouraged and instructed. 

•
Outsiders are impressed and want some of what they see in you. 

•
You yourself are blessed. 

•
Your reward in Heaven is great (Luke 6:35a). 

•
Your reputation goes through the roof (Luke 6:35b).
· Conclusion: All of this is influenced by YOUR walk with God.  Do you know Him?  If so, are you obedient in word and deed?  Now is the time to get right.
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