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Ephesians 4:11-12 Christ’s Ministers
Ephesians 4:12 - “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ”
There are four God-given ministers provided by Christ.  Who are they?  What should the result of their ministry be?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Perfecting” or in the Greek, “Katartismos” meaning, “equipping” two aspects: restoration and gifting as opposed to sinless perfection; “ministry” or “Diakonia” meaning, “service”; “edifying” or “Oikodome” meaning, “promoting; building.”
· Literal Application: In order that the saints may be equipped (cured, healed, mended, restored to usefulness: gifted) to do the work of service with the result that the Body of Christ may be built up.
· Contextual/Comparison: Continuing with equipping the Saints on earth (V 8b), Paul identifies those through the ministry of the Holy Spirit as human agents that in relation to the church “filleth by all means” (V 10b).  There are three lists of spiritual gifts in the New Testament (1 Corinthians 12:4-11; 27-31; Romans 12:3-8; and Ephesians 4:11).  Our text specifically speaks of ordained ministers – those recognized for their specific spiritual aptitude in relation to ministering Christ via His Word which provides for the foundation of faith in Christ:
· V 11: 

· Apostles: “one who is sent with a commission” (1 Cor. 1:1).  Jesus had many disciples, but He selected only twelve apostles.  While a disciple is a “follower” or “learner,” an apostle is a divinely appointed representative…but with qualifiers:
· Witnessed Christ’s resurrection (Acts 1:15-22; 1 Corinthians 9:1-2)

· God authenticated their ministries via miracles (Hebrews 2:1-4)

· Establish the foundation of the church (Ephesians 2:20).  The apostles called by our Lord were endowed with specific gifts, which included the gifts of prophecy and special knowledge which were needed if they were to receive the inspiration to write the literature of the New Testament to guide and establish the early churches in the first century before we had the Bible.  
Once the foundation of the Church was laid, Apostles were no longer required and, given their requirements, clearly this office was closed with the death of the Apostle John.  
· Prophets: “understanding mysteries and all knowledge” (1 Corinthians 13:2).  We commonly associate a prophet with predictions of the future, but this is not the primary Biblical function.  A New Testament prophet is one who proclaims the Word of God (Eph. 3:5) much like John the Baptist.  Early churches did not possess Bibles, nor was the New Testament written and completed.  How, then, did local fellowships ascertain God’s will and way?  The Holy Spirit would share God’s truth with those possessing the gift of prophecy.  Paul taught they were provided understanding of spiritual truths (1 Cor. 13:2) with their primary focus of “edification, encouragement and consolation” (1 Cor. 14:3).  Today, every believer has access to the Word of God so, with the foundation laid, prophecy is now not required (2 Peter 1:16-21).
· Evangelists: “bearers of the good news.”  These men traveled from place to place, preaching the Gospel and winning the lost to Christ (Acts 8:26-40).  The apostles and prophets laid the foundation of the Church, and evangelists built and build upon on it.

· Pastors and Teachers: “saints may be equipped.”  The fact that the word “some” is not repeated indicates that we have one office with two ministries.  Pastor means “shepherd,” indicating that the local fellowship is a collection of saints for whom the pastor is to have great care (Acts 20:28) and great responsibility to instruct and lead (1 Peter 5:1-4).  He does this by the Word of God, the food that nourishes, the staff that guides and disciplines.  The Word of God is the local fellowships protection and provision.  No amount of entertainment, good fellowship or any other substitutes for the Word of God can takes its place.
· V 12: The recipients of proper ministry are themselves mended, restored and equipped to do the work of God via their own giftedness.

· Conclusion: We have a role in the Kingdom, but first one must be saved and a committed member of the local church.  Are you?  If not, today is the day!
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