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Ephesians 4:6 One Unity
Ephesians 4:6 - “One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”
Unity is of and by God.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “One” or in the Greek, “Heis” meaning, “single; only”; “God” or “Theos” meaning, “Godhead (Trinity)”; “Father” or “Pater” meaning, “father (originator).
· Literal Application:  The only triune-God and Father, the Originator of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
· Contextual/Comparison: Here in V 6, the exclusive nature of Christianity is definitively traced back to God Himself:

· We cannot know who or what God is with respect to Himself. The book of Job declares, “Can you discover the depths of God? Can you discover the limits of the Almighty? They are high as the heavens, what can you do? Deeper than Sheol, what can you know?” (Job 11:7–8).  
· However, we can comprehend what God has revealed about Himself in His Word and in creation that our hearts can grasp.  Moses is first credited with asking who God is (Exodus 3:13).  The answer God gave Moses was simple, yet very revealing: “God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM’; and He said, ‘Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you”’” (Exodus 3:14). The Hebrew text in V 14 literally says, “I be that I be.”  This name speaks to the fact that God is pure existence, or what some call pure actuality. Pure actuality is that which IS with no possibility to not exist. The fact that God alone is ‘Being’ leads to at least five truths about what God is – what type of being God is:
· First, God alone is a self-existent being and the first cause of everything else that exists. John 5:26 simply says, “The Father has life in Himself.” Paul preached, “He is not served by human hands, as if He needed anything, because He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else” (Acts 17:25).

· Second, God is a necessary being. A necessary being is one whose nonexistence is impossible.  He alone is the necessary being by which everything else currently exists – a fact that Job states: “If He should determine to do so, If He should gather to Himself His spirit and His breath, All flesh would perish together, And man would return to dust” (Job 34:14–15).

· Third, God is a personal being. The word personal in this context does not describe personality (e.g., funny, outgoing, etc.); rather, it means “having intent.” God is a purposeful being who has a will, creates, and directs events to suit Himself. The prophet Isaiah wrote, “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure’” (Isaiah 46:9–10).

· Fourth, God is a triune being. This truth is a mystery, yet the whole of Scripture and life in general speaks to this fact. The Bible clearly articulates that there is but one God (Deut. 6:4) but also declares that there is a plurality to God: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Notice the singular “name” in the verse; it does not say “names,” which would convey three gods. There is one name belonging to the three Persons who make up the Godhead.
· Fifth, God is a loving being. In the same way that many things can exist but only one thing can be existence, people and other living things can possess and experience love, but only one thing can be love. First John 4:8 makes the simple statement, “God is love.”

Paul was concerned that Christians not break the unity in the Spirit by agreeing with false doctrine (Rom. 16:17-20),  just as John pointed out (2 John 6-11):
1. The local church cannot believe in peace at any price, for only God’s wisdom is “first pure, then peaceable” (James 3:17);

2. Purity of doctrine of itself does not produce spiritual unity.  There are churches sound in faith but unsound  in behavior given a lack of love;

3. Paul’s instruction is, “speaking the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15).
· Conclusion: The truth is Jesus, by his shed blood, is the only way to God.  As simply, lovingly, as I can ask pray the prayer prayed by those so lost, so confused, so unfulfilled and so desperate: pray for forgiveness and experience God’s love.  Ask Jesus into your heart and know God as your creator, redeemer and sustainer!
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