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Ephesians 4:14 Deception
Ephesians 4:14 - “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive”
The bane of human existence is a result of deception originating from the Deceiver himself.  What is the danger?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Children” or in the Greek, “Nepios” meaning, “infant – untaught, unskilled”; “tossed” or “Kludonizomai” which is a strong verb building upon taught/skilled meaning, “to be agitated”; “wind” or “Anemos” is another strong verb meaning, “a very strong tempestuous wind”; “craftiness” or “Panourgia” meaning, “specious wisdom” (superficially plausible, but actually wrong); “deceive” or “Plane” meaning, “lead away”.  
· Literal Application: …in order that we may never again be untaught and therefore unskilled spiritually, agitated spiritually and buffeted about by every tempting plausible but wrong teaching, by the deceitful dexterity of men, by crafty manipulation leading away (from Christ – V 13).
· Contextual/Comparison: Having underscored the ideal in spiritual maturity (V 13), Paul immediately identifies that which works against us:
· Untaught and unskilled: One leads to the next, just as being taught Biblically leads to spiritual skill:
· The Word of God awakens and strengthens faith (Rom. 10:17);

· Through hearing the Word, God supplies the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:12-13);

· The Word of God creates and sustains life (1 Pt 1:23-25; Jn 6:63);

· The Word of God gives hope (Romans 15:4);

· The Word of God leads us to freedom (John 8:32; 17:17);

· The Word of God is the key to answered prayer (John 15:7);

· The Word of God is the source of wisdom (Pr. 2:1, 2);
· The Word of God gives us crucial warnings (Ps. 19:7-11)

· The Word of God enables us to defeat the devil (1 Jn 2:14)

· The Word of God is the source of great and lasting joy (Ps. 1:2-3)

· Agitated and buffeted: We avoid this as the object of God’s  “much more” care (Romans 5:10):
· Objects of His Love: Ephesians 2:4, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us...” (Also 5:2, 1 John 3:1.)
· Objects of His Grace: Romans 5:2, “through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.” (Also Ephesians 2:7, 8; Titus 2:12, 13.)

· Objects of His Power: Ephesians 1:19, “and his incomparably great power for us who believe.” (Also Philippians 2:13, 1 Peter 1:5.)
· Objects of His Faithfulness: Hebrews 13:5, “For He has said ‘I will never leave you or forsake you.” (Also Philippians 1:6, 1 Corinthians 1:8-9, Jude 24.)
· Objects of His Peace: Philippians 4:9, “the God of peace will be with you.” (Also 4:7.)
· Objects of His Encouragement: 1 Thessalonians 2:16, “by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope.” (Also Romans 15:4-5.)
· Objects if His Intercession: Hebrews 7:25, “Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.” (Also Romans 8:34, Hebrews 9:24.)
· Leading away from Christ: “…in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17) is the counter:

· In Christ a new life is given to the convert (Romans 6:4); 

· In Christ all of his previous sins are cancelled (Acts 10:43); 

· In Christ he is endowed with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13); 

· In Christ a new and glorious life begins (Romans 6:4); 

· In Christ old values are rejected, old standards repudiated, and old lusts are crucified (Galatians 5:24); 

· In Christ are "all spiritual blessings" (Ephesians 1:3); 
· In Christ there is the life eternal (John 3:16); 

· In Christ denotes a more tender and close union (John 15:10); 

· In Christ implies that all our support is from Him (Acts 20:32);

· In Christ all our strength is derived from Him (Ephesians 6:10); 

· In Christ we shall partake of his fullness (John 15:2).
· Conclusion: Out of Christ, there is nothing but death, remorse, hopelessness and condemnation (Ephesians 2:12).  We see it on display with every encounter of the lost…and, sadly, with every encounter with a saint so backslidden he is confused with the lost.  The call to each is the same: turn to Christ!  Finally, completely, whole-heartedly, unreservedly give your whole being to Jesus…and live!
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