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Ephesians 4:17 Godless Living
Ephesians 4:17 - “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,”
Biblical scholar F. F. Bruce says of v 17: "Christians constitute a third race on the earth, no longer Jews, no longer Gentiles.”  What are Gentiles?  What are we to avoid?  What stands in contrast to a Gentile vain mind?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Gentiles” or in the Greek, “Ethnos” meaning, “multitude” referencing in context the godless; “vanity” or “Mataiotes” meaning, “devoid of truth; perverse; depraved; stupid”; “mind” or “Nous” meaning, “mode of thought”
· Literal Application: So I say this and give my witness in the Lord that you no longer walk as the godless walk in the tragic stupidity of their philosophy,
· Contextual/Comparison: Coming after Paul’s 4 evidences of spiritual maturity: Christlikeness (v 13); Stability (v 14); 3. Speaking truth in love (v 15); and (4) Contributing to the Kingdom of God (v 16), Paul immediately contrasts the Christian’s walk with that of the ‘Gentile” or the ‘godless’:
· “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord”: this is Paul’s way of saying, “Thus saith the Lord.”  Key points:

· Paul is stressing the Word of God is to be obeyed (Ps. 119:1-2; James 1:22);

· Obedience to God proves our love for Him (1 Jn. 5:2-3), demonstrates our faithfulness to Him (1 John 2:3-6), glorifies Him in the world (1 Pt. 2:12), opens avenues of blessing for us (Jn. 13:17) and shows our healthy, blessed fear of Him (Psalm 128:1);

· When we obey the Lord, we can live a life of joy, without shame, rooted deeply in the Lord and confident in our eternal hope (2 Cor. 3:17). Our obedience is actually part of our assurance that we truly know God (1 John 2:3).
· “…you no longer walk as the Gentiles walk”: this is Paul’s way of offering positive encouragement to avoid negative consequences in defining the godless lifestyle:
· They are God-deniers (Romans 1:28);

· The godless shall not have an audience with God (Job 13:16)
· God does not hear their prayers (John 9:31);
· Guilty of godless speech (chatter, babble, and myths) is to be avoided (1 Timothy 4:7; 6:20; 2 Timothy 2:16);

· Sexually immoral or unholy living is wrong (Hebrews 12:16);

· Godless are dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1);
· Specifically, child sacrifice, same-sex, and adultery (Lev. 18);
· Perversion and false religion (Romans 1:22-27);
· Deny truth (2 Thessalonians 2:9-12)

· “…vanity of their mind”: Paul sums up the godless walk as a ‘stupid philosophy’.  In contrast, “I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds. . . . Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more” (Hebrews 10:16-17).  
· In 1 Corinthians 2:16, Paul quotes Isaiah 40:13 and then makes a statement concerning all believers: "We have the mind of Christ." Having the mind of Christ means sharing the plan, purpose, and perspective of Christ, and it is something that all believers possess.
· It means we share Jesus' perspective of humility and obedience (Phil.  2:5-8), compassion (Mt. 9:36), and prayerful dependence on God (Luke 5:16).
· In the verses leading up to 1 Corinthians 2:16, we note some truths concerning the mind of Christ:

1) The mind of Christ stands in sharp contrast to the wisdom of man (vv 5-6).

2) The mind of Christ involves wisdom from God, once hidden but now revealed (v 7).

3) The mind of Christ is given to believers through the Spirit of God (vv 10-12).

4) The mind of Christ cannot be understood by those without the Spirit (v 14).

5) The mind of Christ gives believers discernment in spiritual matters (v 15).
· The believer bears a responsibility to yield to the Spirit's leading (Ephesians 4:30) and to allow the Spirit to transform and renew his mind (Romans 12:1-2).
· Conclusion: To have the mind of Christ, one must first have Christ in your heart.  The question for all is, really, are you yielded to God?  Obeying His Word?  Filled with His Spirit?  If so, you have the mind of Christ at work.  Turn to the Savior!
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