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Ephesians 4:20 Practicing Purity
Ephesians 4:20 - “But ye have not so learned Christ”
Unlike the unsaved who practice impurity, as one of God’s we are to practice purity.  What are the marks of purity?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Learned” or in the Greek, “Manthano” means, “learn, understand; practice.”
· Literal Application: But you have not come to learn of Christ like that (or, consequently, act like that).
· Contextual/Comparison: The reasons we underscore the Biblical languages like Greek is because 1) this is how the Holy Spirit chose to communicate to us because 2) as for Greek, it is such a precise language.  For example in Greek the genitive case alone has over thirty different grammatical functions, a precision lacking in modern English. The point is that every word, even the jot and tittle noted by Christ (Mt. 5:18), has been selected and ordained by God as His representation of truth and living power (Heb. 4:12):
· “But” or “de” in the Greek is an adversative conjunction, expressing opposition or contrast between two statements.  What two statements?

· Vv 17-19: The Christian who has enjoyed some growth in grace is not philosophically confused (v 17), intellectually darkened, nor alienated from God’s life, nor beset with ignorance, nor emotionally calloused (V 18).  Nor has he succumbed to the coercion of the world (which Paul said was significant) or accepted the ethical relativism of the secular humanist.  Nor does he eagerly abandon himself to  moral and ethical degradation (V 19): in short living and practicing impurity.

· “…learn of Christ”: which, in short, is living and practicing purity.  By comparison, Paul underscores a pure life as one in which sin no longer exclusively determines the choices one makes in word and deed.  
· Purity is important to God, who alone is truly pure. Purity is often used in Scripture as a means to communicate holiness or perfection.  The oil used in the tabernacle was to be pure, as was the frankincense (Lev. 24:2, 7). The Lord has “pure” eyes (Hab. 1:13) and speaks “pure” words (Psalm 12:6).
· When God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1 — 2), everything was pure. There was no death, decay, pollution, or sin. God creates pure things because He is pure. In Him, there is no confusion, contradiction, or compromise. Everything He does is good (Ps. 18:30; 145:17). He created human beings to reflect His image and to live in pure, unbroken communion with Him (Gen. 1:27).
· However, sin is the corruptor of purity (Ps. 14:3). Impurity is often listed as one factor that will keep us away from the presence of God (Col. 3:5–6; Gal. 5:19–21; 1 Cor. 6:9–10). Impurity renders a person or a nation unfit for entrance into God’s presence (Jos. 3:5; Rev. 21:27; Eph. 5:5; James 4:8).
· In order to have fellowship with a holy God, we must reclaim the purity that He originally intended for us: “Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? The one who has clean hands and a pure heart” (Ps. 24:3–4).
· In the Old Testament, people reclaimed purity by sacrificing animals in the way God specified. God had declared that He would purify them (Lev. 22:32) if they kept all His commands (Lev. 22:31), His Sabbaths (Lev. 26:2), and His blood sacrifices (Ex. 8:27; Heb. 9:22).
· In the New Testament, purity is reclaimed by placing our faith in the perfect sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:3–7). We cannot be pure enough on our own to see God (Rom. 3:23).  We must have Christ’s righteousness via His shed blood credited to our accounts (2 Cor. 5:21; Luke 22:20). That’s what it means to be a Christian.
· When we have been born again through faith in Jesus (John 3:3), we desire to live in purity (1 Pet. 1:15–16). That purity is not limited to our sexuality, although that is important (Eph. 5:2; 1 Cor. 6:18).  God desires that we live purely in all our dealings with others (Ez. 45:10; Luke 6:31). Purity should define our thought life (2 Cor. 10:5), our words (Eph. 4:29), and our actions (1 Cor. 10:31). Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Mt. 5:8).
· Conclusion: When our hearts are clouded with impurities, we cannot experience God or even hear His voice. But when our claim to righteousness is based on what Jesus has done (Titus 3:5), we forsake sin (1 Jn. 3:9) and live in purity of heart, enjoying fellowship with the God of purity.  Pure or impure: how are you living?
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