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Ephesians 4:21 Jesus is Truth
Ephesians 4:21 - “If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus…”
Since Satan asked, “Hath God said?” the nature, veracity…even God’s existence has been challenged.   What is true?   To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “If so be that” or “Eige” in the Greek means, “indeed; since”; “heard” or “Akouo” means, “consider, understand, perceive, comprehend”; “taught” or “Didasko” meaning, “instruct; explain”; “truth” or “Aletheia” meaning, “ways of God and duty of man”; “Jesus” or “Iesous” meaning, “Jehovah is salvation.”
· Literal Application: If, in fact, you perceive and comprehend Him through instruction in His person and work exactly what the truth of God’s ways and man’s duties are related to and found in Jesus who (alone) is salvation…
· Contextual/Comparison: In V 20, beginning with “But”, Paul pointedly shifts from describing the unsaved to both describing and defining the saved.  Why?
· Vv 17-19 is written not only to oppose the false spiritual reality and superstitions of the Gentiles, the inventions of the Jews but also the corrupt opinions and precepts of false teachers even among Christians.  We know this because in V 20 Paul underscores that true believers in Christ have not learned about Christ in this manner or, translated, live like the those described in Vv 17-19.
· V 21: “In fact” Paul asserts ‘true’ spiritual reality exists.  Many have heard about Jesus, but they have not understood His message as they have refused to yield to the Truth (“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.” Pr. 14:21).  Why?  Because the truth in Jesus is in direct opposition to every other approach to life.  
· V 21: “…perceive…comprehend…instruct”  Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He told His disciples that He would send one who would teach and guide all those who believe in Him (Acts 1:5; Jn. 14:26; 16:7). Jesus’ promise was fulfilled less than two weeks later when the Holy Spirit came in power on the believers at Pentecost (Acts 2). Now, when a person believes in Christ, the Holy Spirit immediately becomes a permanent part of his life (Romans 8:14; 1 Corinthians 12:13).
· The Holy Spirit has many functions. Not only does He distribute spiritual gifts according to His will (1 Cor. 12:7–11), but He also comforts us (Jn. 14:16) and teaches us (Jn. 14:26). The Holy Spirit also takes on the role of Guide and Counselor, leading us in the way we should go by revealing God’s truth (Lk. 12:12; 1 Cor. 2:6–10).
· One of the most important ways to recognize the Holy Spirit’s guidance is to be familiar with God’s Word. The Bible is the ultimate source of wisdom about how we should live (2 Tim. 3:16), and believers are to search the Scriptures, meditate on them, and commit them to memory (Eph. 6:17). The Word is the “sword of the Spirit” (Eph. 6:17), and the Spirit will use it to speak to us (John 16:12–14) to reveal God’s will for our lives.
· Note: we have the choice whether or not to accept the Holy Spirit’s guidance. When we know the will of God but do not follow it, we are resisting the Spirit’s work in our lives (Acts 7:51; 1 Thess.  5:19), and a desire to follow our own way grieves Him (Eph. 4:30). Being in tune with God’s will, turning from and confessing sin, and making a habit of prayer and the study of God’s Word will allow us to recognize—and follow—the Spirit’s leading.
· V 21: “…His person…Jesus who is salvation”  
· Jesus is the only Way to the Father (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; 1 Timothy 2:5); there is no other way to salvation. He is the only righteous One who exchanged that perfect righteousness for our sin (2 Corinthians 5:21).
· Jesus said of the Holy Spirit, “He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 16:14).
· Any other “word” attributed to the Holy Spirit which does not conform to the Bible, contradicting the instruction of Jesus or adds to takes away from Scripture is not of the Spirit of God (Rev. 22:18, 19).
A word about obedience: truth in Jesus is in direct contradiction and opposition to the heathen lifestyle.  Yet, we are in the world which is necessary if we are to be a light to those in spiritual darkness.  We are told to specifically pray for leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-4).  Why?  “The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; he turns it wherever he will” (Pr. 21:1).  Therefore, minister where God has positioned you as we know the steps of the righteous are ordered by God (Ps. 85:13).  God knows your circumstance, has you vitally positioned…know the peace of God in the midst of the mist.  He is with you.
· Conclusion: Surrender to Jesus is no loss at all; it is but gain.  Now is the time.
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