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Ephesians 4:28-29 Honesty in Word and Deed
Ephesians 4:28 - “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.”
Paul continues with his theme conversion requires evidence of change.  What about material goods and our conversation?   To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Steal” or in the Greek, “Klepto” means, “wrongly take or acquire”; “labor” or in the Greek, “Kopiao” means, “to work with wearisome effort, to toil”; “give” or “Metadidomi” meaning, “to impart or share.”
· Literal Application: The habitual thief must wrongly take no more; but instead he must always work diligently, working for himself with his own hands, in order the he may share with the one who has a need.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul continues his identification of 5 sins which, upon conversion to Christ, are not just ceased but reversed.  Having dealt with lying and anger previously, he progresses to:
V 28: More than ownership
· With “You shall not steal” (Exodus 20:15) God instituted private ownership of property.  Hence, a person has the right to turn his strength into gain, and to keep that gain using as he sees fit.  Note: this should not be ignored as part of the ‘Old Covenant’.  The Ten Commandments are part of the moral law of God and, unlike the ceremonial and civil laws of the Old Testament which were given to Israel, they apply to all men in all ages.
· Paul has already said in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, “…if any would not work, neither should they eat” but Paul lifts our labor from a self-centered perspective to an admonition of provision and blessing to others.

· Stealing is defined as “taking another person’s property without his or her permission.” However, there are many other forms of theft. For example, taking longer over our lunch breaks at work or arriving late and leaving early are actually forms of stealing from our employers, stealing time they have paid for.
· Victims of theft know the horrible feeling it produces. The very act of someone taking what may have been an especially precious gift from a loved one really pierces our hearts and makes us feel vulnerable and unsafe. Theft has a tremendous impact not only on individuals, but on society as a whole. Theft disturbs societal stability and the results are feelings of fear and insecurity coupled with a desire for revenge.
· Christians have received tremendous physical and spiritual gifts from God, and we should desire to give back to Him all that we have. When we withhold the things that are rightly His—our time and talents, our possessions and our finances, indeed our very lives—we are in effect stealing from Him.  One day we will be judged by God and expected to give an account of what we did with the gifts God has so generously bestowed on us (Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 4:13).
V 29: More than a message

· The mouth and heart are connected (Matthew 12:34)

· The sinner’s mouth is, “full of cursing and bitterness” (Rom. 3:14) but after conversion he gladly confesses “Jesus Christ is Lord” (Rom 10:9-10)

· As a condemned sinner, his mouth is stopped before the throne of  God (Rom. 3:19), but as a believer his mouth praises God (Rom 15:6)

· Paul knows this very well when, as an unsaved rabbi, he was “breathing out threatening and slaughter against the disciples of Christ” (Acts 9:1) only to “immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20)

· The word “corrupt” used in Matthew 7:17-18 refers to rotten fruit – that which is worthless and good for no purpose.  Consequently our words do not have to be ‘dirty’ to be useless.  Going along to get along in conversation was not an attribute of Christ.  His every word was infused with meaning and, as His disciple, we should take care with our speech (Col. 4:6)
· The tongue is a “small part of the body” (James 3:5), yet Proverbs 18:21 says it “has the power of life and death.” This holds true whether we’re speaking of spiritual, physical, or emotional “life and death.”
· Spiritual: What our tongue produces has eternal implications.  A tongue under control is a mark of the Spirit’s power (Gal. 5:23).  We will be judged according to our words: “For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned” (Mt. 12:37).
· Physical: Pr. 18:21 literally means the tongue can cause physical life and death given words create actions, good and bad
· Emotional: Pr. 15:4 describes a “healing” tongue as “a tree of life.” Yet, “Reckless words pierce like a sword” (Proverbs 12:18). The wound is emotional, and it is deep. What we say has profound impact.

· Conclusion: More than ownership…more than a message.  Clearly there is ‘more’ in Christ where, “we too might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4).  
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