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Ephesians 5:1 Imitating God
Ephesians 5:1 - “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children”
In helping the Ephesians in their ministry one to another and evangelistically, he tells them (and us) to imitate God.  Do what?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Be” in the Greek is, “Ginomai” meaning, “become”; “followers” on in the Greek, “Mimetes” meaning, “imitators”; “dear” or “Agapetos” meaning, “esteemed.”
· Literal Interpretation: Become imitators of God, as esteemed children.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul has just closed Ephesians 4 comparing the unconverted heart with the converted heart and makes the logical leap to our behavior:

V 1: In short watch what God does, and then you do it, like children who learn proper behavior from their parents.  A couple of points:
· To ‘become’ is not to have arrived.  If you know Jesus as Savior, positionally you are a sanctified child of God…a “child” not a ‘god’ as Mormons teach;
· The word ‘sanctification’ is related to the word ‘saint’; both words have to do with holiness.  Because we have submitted to Christ and His blood has cleansed us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9) we are immediately ‘saints’ – a child of God – but not yet imitators of God;

· Additionally, to “sanctify” something is to set it apart for special use; to “sanctify” a person is to make him holy which is the process as we, “…grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18);

· This is not a journey to sinless perfection in this life.  As human beings we are bound under Adam’s nature in this world. No matter how hard we try not to, we will still sin against God. This holds true for everyone. The apostle Paul rebuked Peter for showing favoritism (Gal. 2:11–13). Late in his ministry, Paul calls himself the chief of sinners (1 Tim. 1:15). Peter, James, John, and Paul all admitted that they were imperfect. How could you or I claim anything different?  We will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10) where our works will be judged and rewards will be given (1 Cor. 3:9–15). Then our redemption will be complete, and only then will our sin be gone forever and only then will we live and reign with Christ in sinless perfection forever;

V 2: “Walk” in the Greek is “Peripateo” meaning, “regulate; conduct one’s life.”  To “walk in the light” is a common metaphor within Christian culture. It is often taken to mean “acting correctly” or even “living openly.” Biblically, however, the phrase has the idea of relinquishing sin by following Jesus which lends itself to acting in accordance with Scriptural convictions privately and openly.

· The only Old Testament occurrence of this precise phrase is in Isaiah 2:5, “O house of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of the Lord.” The Psalms contain similar phrases (56:13; 89:15), as does Isaiah (9:2; 50:10-11; 59:9);
· In the New Testament, “walking in the light” is directly related to following Jesus, who said, “I am the light of the world. He who follows me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12). While this verse does not directly say, “Walk in the light, i.e., Jesus,” it does pointedly warn of doing the opposite; therefore, those who follow Jesus are “walking in the light.”
· To “walk” is, in short, to live one’s life. One’s lifestyle or way of life can be considered a “walk.” The word also indicates progress (again, not perfection). Walking is related to growth; it is taking steps toward maturity. 
· “Light” in the Bible can be a metaphor for life, happiness, righteousness, or understanding. The Bible is clear that light comes from the Lord God, the “Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17). He is the opposite of evil. Putting it all together, “walking in the light” means “growing in holiness and maturing in the faith as we follow Jesus.”
· Our Christian duty is to live in the light God gives: “Now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8). When we walk in the light, we cannot walk in darkness. Sin is left in the shadows as we let our light “shine before men” (Matthew 5:16). It is God’s plan for us to become more like Christ (1 Thessalonians 4:3).
· Finally, this is our reasonable service: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1)
· Conclusion: “Walking in the light” means we consider Jesus as “the light” in this world, and we “walk” in that light by following His precepts, living in His power, and growing in His grace.
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