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Ephesians 5:3-4 We are Saints
Ephesians 5:3 - “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints”
How is a saint supposed to live?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “Fornication” or in the Greek, “Porneia” means, “prohibited sexual intercourse”; “uncleanness” or “Akatharsia” meaning, “impure” in the sense of lifestyle; “covetousness” or “pleoneciða” meaning, “insatiable greed; appetite for more”; “saint” or “Hagios” meaning, “a holy thing.”
· Literal Interpretation: But you know what to be prohibited regarding sexual intercourse, an impure lifestyle or an overwhelming greed should not even be discussed as we are holy in our new life.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul has opened Ephesians 5 by calling us to be imitators of God.  He now defines how to imitate or be saints by contrasting our calling to what is an inconsistent in lifestyle.  He does so in three descriptions: we are saints (vv 3-4); we are kings (vv 5-6); and we are light (vv 7-14).  First, we are saints:

V 3: To be a saint is to be set apart, to no longer participate in the world of darkness around us: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).  
· Paul recognizes that seduction into physical sin begins with thoughts from the heart, encouraged by conversation and realized in deeds;

· The New Testament rebuttal is: thoughts (2 Cor. 10:5; Phil 4:8); speech (Eph. 5:12); and deeds (Rom. 6:13);

· It is impossible to commit sin without first a defection of the heart which manifests itself in thought and conversation;

· Paul’s point is that the Christian’s sin is offensive to God.  Such is a sobering thought which should drive every child of God to his/her knees.

V 4: Here, Paul warns about the sins of the tongue (really, sins of the heart). Two indications of a person’s character are what makes him laugh and what makes him weep.  The saint of God finds nothing humorous in foul language or jokes.  Paul is not condemning small talk because much conversation falls into this category.  He is, however, condemning foolish talk that accomplishes no good purpose but, to the contrary, assassinates the character of another – cheapening the image of God in another.  

The following are general Biblically-based basic communications convictions which should characterize all conversation – especially with unbelievers: 
1. The psalmist has given us a model prayer for good speech (Psalm 19:14)
2. Commit yourself to speaking only what is right and true (Proverbs 8:6-8) 

3. Do not speak harshly (Ephesians 4:29)  

4. Engender calm with every reply (Proverbs 15:1)
5. Be quick to listen, slow to speak (James 1:19) 
6. Listen so your reply does not engender shame (Proverbs 18:13) 
7. God forbids us to lie; He wants us to speak the truth (Ex. 20:16; Eph. 4:25) 
8. The Lord detests lying (Proverbs 12:22) 
9. All lying is of the devil, the father of lies (John 8:44)
10. Lying will be punished (Proverbs 19:9) 
11. Do not hurt your neighbor by gossip or careless talk: control your tongue 
(Pr. 11:11-13; 12:18; 17:27-28; 29:19; 21:23) 
12. Tame the tongue: it can be very destructive (James 3:1-12) 
13. We must help stop gossip and strife (Proverbs 26:20) 
14. Be careful: don’t speak rashly (Proverbs 13:3; James 5:12; Exodus 20:7) 
· Conclusion: Christians who have God’s Word in their hearts (Col. 1:6) will always season their speech with salt (Col. 4:6), for grace in the heart means grace on the lips.  What do your lips say about you?  Known for grace…or ???
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