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Ephesians 4:31-32 From Malice to Mercy PowerPoint
· Contextual/Comparison: Concluding Ephesians 4, Paul does a two-sentence recap on the unity in the body of Christ and how our new life brings an un-natural, exclusive capacity not available to those outside of Christ:
V 31: The unconverted heart.  All the words in verse 31 are intended to express hostility and actions that destroy human relations: 
Bitterness: 
resentment: a spirit which refuses to be reconciled
Wrath: 
hair trigger, destructive violent, explosive eruptions of temper
Anger:  
long-lived, smoldering, seething resentment

Clamor:  
quarrelsome shouting, brawling, and abusive language

Slander:  
speech which demeans the other person, attacking image of God

All ingredients of:

Malice:
evil inclination; delight in inflicting hurt on one’s fellowman
Ephesians 4:32 - “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”

· Grammatical Usage: “Kind” or in the Greek, “Chrestos” literally means, “fit for good use”; “tenderhearted” or “Eusplagchnos” meaning, “compassionate”; “forgiving” or “Charizomai” meaning, “pleasantly forgive and graciously restore.”

· Literal Interpretation: Be useful to one another, compassionate, pleasantly pardoning and graciously restoring one another, as God in Christ forgave you.
V 32: The converted heart: the following list only comes super-naturally:
Kindness: is not prompted by the good which the other person has done, but by the good which God has done. 
Tenderhearted: sensitivity toward another, recognizing their issues in order to minister to them. 
Forgiveness: vitally important to unity and harmony in the church.

· Conclusion: Two hearts…two outcomes…only one way: Jesus.
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