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Ephesians 5:12-14 Arise from the Dead
Ephesians 5:14 - “Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”
How are we supposed to function within a sinful world?  By being alive in Christ.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage:  “Awake” in the Greek is, “Egeiro” meaning, “arise”; “sleepest” or “Katheudo” meaning, “indifferent”; “dead” or “Nekros” meaning, “without life”; “give” or “Epiphausko” means, “pour”; “light” or “Epiphausko” meaning, “light” as a metaphor for truth.
· Literal Interpretation: So the saying goes, “Arise, spiritually indifferent!  And rise from the state of no spiritual life, and Christ will surround you with…pour on you…truth.
· Contextual/Comparison: In order to better understand the nature and seriousness of vv 12-13, it is critical to approach them with the context of v 14:
V 14: The context of this verse indicates that this admonition is directed to the Christian who is not living the victorious life which would rebuke the sins of the world.
· Paul quotes a fragment of an early Christian hymn based upon Isaiah 26:19; 51:17; 52:1 and 60:1.  Is. 26 is all about God keeping his own in perfect peace: “Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise.  You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy!  For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead.”  Is. 51 deals with God’s comfort; Is. 52 God’s salvation and Is. 60 the believer’s future glory; 

· A hymn is a song of praise, addressing and celebrating God in adoration.  Hymns are a valuable aid to worship because they help to focus our attention on the goodness and glory of the Lord. The hymn “How Great Thou Art,” for example, reminds us of God’s majesty revealed in creation, His perfect sacrifice on the cross, and His coming return for His own—all matters of praise;
· With this hymn of praise, Paul stresses how important it is for every follower to shine as a light in the world, holding forth the Word of light (Mt. 5:14-16: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”; Jn. 8:12; Phil. 2:15);

· Paul also confronts the backslidden, sleeping Christian who is not living up to spiritual standards much less potential.  How?  By not living the Word.
· The word backslide, in a Christian context, implies movement away from Christ rather than toward Him.
· Backsliding may manifest itself in several ways, e.g., dropping out of church, losing fervor for the Lord, walking away from a ministry or a family, or falling back into old habits of a life without Christ.
· The Bible uses the phrase “fall away” rather than backslide, but the idea is similar. In the Bible to “fall away” (Mk. 14:27) can mean two different things. In one instance, the person is saved but experiencing a temporary period of questioning that we could call a “crisis of faith.” In the other instance, the person was never saved at all but only temporarily behaving as a saved person would: taking Christianity for a “test drive.”
· The Lord is a communicating God, and He delights in giving divine guidance to those who seek Him (Pr. 20:24). He wants to direct the heart surrendered to Him when we seek His wisdom with a heart to obey (Pr. 3:13).  Then we can walk in the confidence that He is directing our paths (Pr. 3:5–6).
V 12: Shame.  Shame is a consequence of sin.  Shameless people flaunt their unholiness, calloused to God (Zep 3:5) and glorying in their shame (Phil. 3:19).  Feelings of guilt and shame are subjective acknowledgments of an objective spiritual reality. Guilt is judicial in character; shame is relational.  Shame is a godly motivator. A virtuous life shames the ungodly, providing a context for evangelism (Titus 2:8; 1 Pt. 3:16). A believer's shame for past sin is a spur to forsake sinning (Rom. 6:21), to renounce disobedience (2 Thess. 3:14), and to minister the gospel (2 Cor. 4:2). The prospect of shame at Christ's return is sometimes a necessary inducement to godliness (Rev. 3:18; 16:15). Paul uses the concept of shame most frequently with the immature Corinthian believers, urging them not to shame themselves (1 Cor. 4:14; 6:5; 15:34; 2 Cor. 9:4) or him (2 Cor. 7:14; 10:8).
V 13: Exposure.  Paul underscores that light is exposure.  We are told to expose the sins of others (v 11), but this rebuke is not primarily vocal because it is disgraceful to speak about such sins (v 12).  Our primary vehicle of exposure is the deeds and fruits of our lives which are filled with light: truth lived out each and every moment as a testament to the allegiance we hold because of the grace given.
· Conclusion: Have you arisen from the dead?  Do you know the life given by Jesus Christ?  If so, are you abiding in Jesus?  Personally committed to outwardly demonstrating the reality of God inwardly…fulfilling His precepts with your heart, mind and actions?  If not, you will never know the life you were intended.
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