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Ephesians 5:5-6 We are Heirs of the King
Ephesians 5:5 - “For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”
If someone has no inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ, what does that mean?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:
· Historical Context:  Written A.D. 60-63, Ephesians emphasizes the connection between sound doctrine and right practice in the Christian life. To do God’s will, we must first understand who we are in Christ doctrinally.
· Grammatical Usage: “whoremonger” or in the Greek, “Pornos” meaning, “indulger in unlawful sex”; “unclean person” or “Akathartos” meaning, “wrong in thought and lifestyle”; “covetous” or “Pleonektes” meaning, “eager to gain other’s property”; “idolater” or “Eidololatres” meaning, “worshipper of mammon”.
· Literal Interpretation: Be sure of this, that no sex offender or person with a lifestyle contrary to God’s intent, or one who is steals another’s property indicating our God is not his god, has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God
· Contextual/Comparison: In vs 3-4, we identified who are saints.  Here in vs 5-6, Paul discusses our position as heirs of the King.  As he stated in Galatians 4:7, “So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”  Referring to v 5, Scripture is full of references to our inheritance in Christ. Ephesians 1:11 says, "In [Christ] we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will".  First Peter 1:4 describes this inheritance further, saying that we have been born again "into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you." According to the apostle Peter, our inheritance is distinguished by four important qualities:

1. Our inheritance in Christ is imperishable. What we have in Christ is not subject to corruption or decay. In contrast, everything on earth is in the process of entropy: falling apart. The law of entropy affects our houses, our cars, and even our own bodies. Our treasure in heaven, though, is unaffected by entropy (Mt. 6:19–20). In fact, those who have been born again are born "not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God" (1 Peter 1:23).

2. Our inheritance in Christ is unspoiled. What we have in Christ is free from anything that would deform, debase, or degrade. Nothing on earth is perfect. But Christ is truly perfect. He is "holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens" (Hebrews 7:26), and our inheritance in Him is also holy, blameless, exalted, and pure. Revelation 21:27 says that "nothing impure will ever enter [the New Jerusalem], nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful."

3. Our inheritance in Christ is unfading. What we have in Christ is an enduring possession. As creatures of this world, it is hard for us to imagine colors that never fade, excitement that never flags, or value that never depreciates; but our inheritance is not of this world. Its glorious intensity will never diminish. God says, "I am making everything new!" (Revelation 21:5).

4. Our inheritance in Christ is reserved. What we have in Christ is being "kept" in heaven for us. Your crown of glory has your name on it. Although we enjoy many blessings as children of God here on earth, our true inheritance—our true home—is reserved for us in heaven. Like Abraham, we are "looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God" (Hebrews 11:10). The Holy Spirit guarantees that we will receive eternal life in the world to come (2 Corinthians 1:22). In fact, "when you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance" (Ephesians 1:13–14).
V 6: The idea of carnal Christianity essentially teaches that as long as one makes a profession of faith in Christ, he or she is saved (Romans 10:9), even if there is no immediate obedience to the commands of Jesus and the apostles to live a life of holiness – these are the “empty words” of v 6. The word "carnal" is translated from the Greek word “sarkikos”, which literally means "fleshly."  This descriptive word is seen in the context of Christians in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3. It is the idea that we can have Jesus as Savior, but not necessarily as Lord. Christians who become carnal in their behavior can expect God to lovingly discipline them (Hebrews 12:5-11) so they can be restored to close fellowship with Him and be trained to obey Him.  Can a Christian, in a time of failure and/or rebellion, appear to be carnal? Yes. Will a true Christian remain carnal?  No.  Until we are delivered from our sinful flesh, there will be outbreaks of carnality. For a genuine believer in Christ, though, these outbreaks of carnality will be the exception, not the rule.
· Conclusion: David writes, "Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; / you make my lot secure. / The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; / surely I have a delightful inheritance" (Psalm 16:5–6). And that is why "we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18).  
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