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Ephesians 5:17 Will of the Lord
Ephesians 5:17 - “Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.”
We are to understand God’s will.  How?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Unwise” or in the Greek, “Aphron” meaning, “without reason; senseless; stupid”; “understanding” or “Suniemi” meaning, “join together”; “will” or “Thelema” meaning, “purpose; pleasure.”  
· Literal Interpretation: Since this is so, stop being unreasonable – senseless and stupid.  Instead, join together to determine God’s purpose and pleasure.
· Contextual/Comparison: Without vv 15-16, v 17 is incomprehensible explaining why so many, having frustrated God, reap frustration themselves:
V 15: A believer’s walk is not a haphazard, Que Sera Sera (What will be will be) experience.  To walk with God means we choose to glorify Him in every way we can, regardless of personal cost. And there is a cost. Walking with God means we cannot also walk with evil people as companions (Ps. 1:1-3).  We choose the narrow road over the broad way to destruction (Mt. 7:13-14) which means we seek to eliminate from our lives everything that does not enhance our walk with Him (Heb. 12:2).  We apply 1 Cor. 10:31 literally: God’s ways are reflected in our thoughts, actions, motivations, and life choices because we spend so much time with Him.
V 16: As we mind our walk, God has in store for us critical, personal moments in time when He uses us to advance His Kingdom.

V 17: Hence, “Since this is so”:

· Begins with a prohibition (negative command) followed by a positive order: an injunction and a mandate – stop and start;
· Stop: assimilating with the unregenerate society, motived only by the flesh, displaying fleshly activities (Gal. 5:17-19).

· Realize society is devoid of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9; Eph. 1:13)

· The activities of the flesh destroy society (Rom. 2:2)
· The fruit of the Spirit produces a society of perfect harmony, which we will have in the coming Kingdom Age (Isa. 11:9);

· Until then, we live in a hostile culture as an “ambassador for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20) but in danger, via accommodation, of playing the fool.
· Thus Paul directs: Stop being senseless and stupid.

· Start: the verb suniemi (understanding) indicates a personal exercise, literally pulling together faith, reason and experience in proper balance;
· Faith: Heb. 11:1 tells us that faith is “being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Perhaps no other component of the Christian life is more important than faith.  Yet, “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!” (James 2:19).  The difference?  “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory” (1 Pt. 1:8)’; “If you love me, you will keep my commandments” (Jn. 14:15).  Hence, your heart leads your mind which dictates your actions and reactions.

· Reason: The Bible says that God is a Being with intellect (Rom. 11:34), and He has made a well-ordered universe in which truth can be known and logical rules applied. God is the Creator of the human intellect, giving us the ability to comprehend, think, reason, and remember. In Is. 1:18, God invites us to “reason together” with Him —the Creator and the creature involved in a rational discussion about sin and forgiveness.  The saved person can be transformed by the renewing of his mind (Rom. 12:2). We can discern between the fleeting “wisdom of this age” and the “message of wisdom among the mature” (1 Cor. 2:6). We are devoted to studying the Word (2 Tim. 2:15); committed to loving the Lord with our entire mind, thus fulfilling the greatest commandment of all (Mk. 12:30).   “What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also.” (1 Cor. 14:15). The biblical view of the intellect is that the mind is a wonderful gift from God, diminished by sin – but not vanquished, which is why Paul tell us to think (Phil. 4:8).
· Experience: The Bible itself asserts that believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19), who teaches, interprets, brings truths to mind (Jn. 14:26), guides us into all truth (Jn. 16:13), experiencing Gal. 5:22-23. The Word of God and its Author are the true rule of faith.  Jesus expressly forbade equating tradition with Scripture as part of the rule of faith, accusing the Pharisees of nullifying the Word of God for the sake of their traditions (Mk. 7:6–13).  Others equate experience superior, having contempt for the Bible which denies 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 – proving incomplete (v 17).  John 17:17 says, “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”
· Conclusion: Your life need “joined together?”  Only in and through God!
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