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Ephesians 5:21 Submission
Ephesians 5:21 - “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.”
To whom are we to submit, and why? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Submitting yourselves” or in the Greek, “Hupotasso” means, “to arrange under; subject ones’ self; yield; defer”; “one to another” or “Allelon” meaning, “mutually; reciprocally”; “fear” or “Phobos” meaning, “reverence.”  
· Literal Interpretation: …deferring to one another because of reverence for Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: Submission goes against the grain of human nature, and yet we all see the need for it in life. Without submission, things quickly fall into chaos as everyone strives to be in charge. Mocked as weakness, submission is really one of the strongest pillars of a stable society; a ‘must’ for spiritual growth:
· Submission acknowledges proper order and authority.
· All authority comes from God, the Creator of heaven and earth, and we are commanded to submit to Him (James 4:7). The apostle Paul outlines a chain of authority in 1 Cor. 11:3–12, reminding that woman was made from man and man was made by God. The full order of authority is God — Christ — Man — Woman. In Rom. 11:36, we are told that all things are from God, through God, and to God, so He is the highest authority.
· Jesus Himself recognized God’s authority and was submissive to it (John 4:34; 5:39; Matthew 26:39).  Therefore, if we will be disciples of Christ, we must submit to Christ’s authority, just as He submitted to the Father’s (Luke 6:46; 14:27).
· To whom are we to submit, when, and why?
· The “why” is easy to answer—because God commands it, and He is the highest authority (1 Pt. 2:13–14);   

· To whom: since all authority comes from God, we submit to anyone who is placed in authority over us as we submit to God; 
· When: “…in all things at all times” (2 Cor. 9:8).
· Christians are told to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ (Eph. 5:21) to prevent selfish pride and discrimination (Phil. 2:3). 
· If our purpose on this earth is to do the will of God, then submitting to someone else becomes an act of trust in God. We naturally look out for our best interests, but, if we trust God to take care of us, then we are free to take care of others;
· Even when a higher authority violates God’s order, we can submit in a godly fashion. When the apostles were arrested for preaching about Jesus, they did not resist. However, when told to stop preaching Jesus, they replied, “We must obey God rather than men!” (Acts 5:29).  They appealed to a higher authority and continued to preach Jesus openly, even though it led to persecution;
· In some cases, they saw God bring miraculous deliverance;
· In others, God allowed martyrdom. In all cases, they rejoiced “because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” (Acts 5:41).
· We are first told to submit ourselves to God (James 4:7).  That means as born-again believers we daily make a choice to submit ourselves to God for the work that the Holy Spirit does in us to "conform us to the image of Christ." 
· God will use the situations of our lives to bring us the opportunity to submit to Him (Rom. 8:28-29);  

· The believer then accepts His grace and provision to walk in the Spirit and not after the manner of the old nature; 
· That work is accomplished by choosing to apply ourselves to the Word of God and to learning about the provisions that God has made for us in Christ Jesus;
· Ongoing with each and every decision we make is our submission to God in favor of His will as opposed to our desire.
· Submission’s promise: “Who is the man who fears the Lord? Him will He instruct in the way that he should choose” (Pr. 25:12).   
· Our fear of God is “the he beginning of knowledge” (Pr. 1:7a)
· Our respect for God causes us to honor Him (Psalm 29:2);

· Our gratitude for God’s mercy causes us to serve Him well (Psalm 2:11; 107:15);

· Our understanding of God’s wrath inspires us to stay away from evil (Romans 1:18; Proverbs 8:13);

· Our choice to live righteously puts us on the path to wisdom, and everyone in our lives benefits (Proverbs 13:20; 19:8).

· Conclusion: Everyone submits – the only question is to whom.  “Choose this day whom you will serve…as for me and my house, we serve the Lord.”  Your choice!
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