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Ephesians 6:5 Slaves & Submission
Ephesians 6:5 - “Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;”
What is submission for a slave? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Servants” or in the Greek, “Doulos” means, “slaves; bondsmen”; “obedient” or “Hupakouo” meaning, “submit”; “masters” or “Kurios” meaning, “owner”; “singleness” or “Haplotes” meaning, “sincerity; honesty.”
· Literal Interpretation: Bondsmen, always submit to your human owners, with fear and trembling, with sincerity in your hearts as if to Christ.
· Contextual/Comparison: It is often charged by those desiring to embarrass the Christian and cause doubt in relation to Holy Writ that Paul approved of human slavery.  The short answer is that Paul did not approve but offered the remedy of spiritual reconciliation to God and thereby one another.  Key points:
“Bondsmen”: In Roman times, the term bondservant or slave could refer to someone who voluntarily served others, but it usually referred to one who was held in a permanent position of servitude. Under Roman law, a bondservant was considered the owner’s personal property. Slaves essentially had no rights and could even be killed with impunity by their owners.  

· Both the Old and New Testaments condemn the practice of “man-stealing,” which is what happened in Africa in the 16th to 19th centuries. Africans were rounded up by slave-hunters, who sold them to slave-traders, who brought them to the New World to work on plantations and farms. This practice is abhorrent to God. In fact, the penalty for such a crime in the Mosaic Law was death: “Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is caught must be put to death” (Exodus 21:16). Similarly, in the New Testament, slave-traders are listed among those who are “ungodly and sinful” and are in the same category as those who kill their fathers or mothers, murderers, adulterers and perverts, and liars and perjurers (1 Timothy 1:8–10);
· The Bible condemns race-based slavery in that it teaches that all men are created by God and made in His image (Genesis 1:27). At the same time, the Old Testament did allow for economic-based slavery and regulated it (Deuteronomy 15:12-15). The key issue is that the slavery the described in the Bible in no way resembled the racial slavery of the past few centuries.
“Obedient”: During the time of Jesus and the first-century church, as much as one third of the Roman population were slaves, and another third had been slaves earlier in life.
· Because slavery was a familiar part of the culture, Jesus sometimes referred to slaves and owners in His parables (e.g., Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 12:41-48);

· Also, Jesus taught that the greatest in God’s kingdom would have to become “the servant of all” (Mark 9:35). Such a concept was unthinkable to a Roman citizen, who prided himself in his freedom and would never identify himself as a bondservant;
“Fear, trembling, sincerity”: Paul referenced same in Phil. 2:12-13, underscoring the attitude of a healthy fear of offending God through disobedience and an awe and respect for His majesty and holiness, our circumstance ordained of God.  Another crucial point is that the purpose of the Bible is to point the way to salvation, not to reform society. The Bible often approaches issues from the inside out. If a person experiences the love, mercy, and grace of God by receiving His salvation, God will reform his soul, changing the way he thinks and acts. A person who has experienced God’s gift of salvation and freedom from the slavery of sin, as God reforms his soul, will realize that enslaving another human being is wrong. He will see, with Paul, that a slave can be “a brother in the Lord” (Philemon 1:16). A person who has truly experienced God’s grace will in turn be gracious towards others: the Bible’s prescription for ending slavery.
“As unto Christ”: “Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23-24) embodies the command to put forth our best efforts. We are accountable to God and stewards of the gifts and circumstances He has given us. Our work flows out of our gratefulness to Him, acknowledging our lot in life as His precious, considered gift.
· Christians should work hard as ordained in pre-fall Genesis (Gen. 1:28-30);
· Work is integral to life, and approaching work as God-given will give us more pleasure in it;
· We can work cheerfully and without complaint because we are working for the Lord who loves us and has redeemed us as a testimony; 
· A good work ethic can also be a witness to others (Matthew 5:16) as the world takes notice of our efforts and wonders, asking why; 
· This reflects well on the Lord, to Whom we point as to any goodness in us.
· Conclusion: Submission begins on bended knee.  Have you kneeled to Christ?
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