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Ephesians 6:8 Good for Good
Ephesians 6:8 - “Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free.”
Does God reward good for good?  How? To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: : “Knowing” or in the Greek, “Eido” means, “to perceive; understand”; “good” or “Agathos” meaning, “useful; upright; agreeable.”
· Literal Interpretation: …since you understand that each one, if he does something useful and upright, will receive something agreeable from the Lord, be he a slave or free man.
· Contextual/Comparison: Coming off of v 7 where ‘good’ is defined as “benevolent,” "fit," "capable” and "useful," v 8 informs us of God’s reaction:
1. God’s pleasure at obedience is documented over and over in Scripture, especially in the Old Testament (Psalm 91:14–15; Isaiah 58:13–14; 1 Samuel 15:22-24). God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai was very much conditional, as it was based on their obedience, and His promises to bless them depended on whether or not they kept His commands (Leviticus 3).  Clearly, God offered tangible rewards for obedience to His commands, one example: “My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, for they will prolong your life many years and bring you prosperity . . . This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones” (Proverbs 3:1-2, 8).  
2. Today we have God’s complete Word: the instruction manual for our lives. When we apply its convictions, our consciences are clean and our lives function as they were designed to function.  When we follow the way of wisdom, we reap better experiences, and those better experiences produce rewards such as material provision, relational benefits, and mental and emotional health. Those are God’s rewards for people who follow His instruction (Psalm 1:1-4).  
God’s reward to those who obey His Word can seem like natural consequences, but prove driven from a heart for God. For example, a child obeys God’s Word and honors his parents. He finds that he is blessed with closer familial relationships, less conflict, and more trust. These are the direct blessings of God for obedience, a consequence of treating parents well.  Another example: a teenager obeys God’s Word and avoids sexual immorality. She finds that she is blessed with less complicated romantic relationships, fewer heartaches, and an absence of sexually transmitted diseases. She is experiencing the direct blessing from God for obedience, choosing the path of abstinence.  
God does not always define reward the same way we do. When we think of God rewarding us for behaving well, we usually think of tangible, material blessings. But God has eternity in mind. The Bible and ensuing history are filled with examples of people who obeyed the Lord at great cost to themselves, not appearing to reap any earthly rewards for their obedience, yet many are listed in the Hall of Faith as people whose rewards are in heaven (Hebrews 11:39–40).   
When we walk in fellowship with Him, keeping our sins confessed and our lives free of besetting sins, we are rewarded daily with fruit from the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23), communion with God (James 4:7–8), and power to resist the attacks of Satan (Ephesians 6:10–17).
3. Caution: By the time Jesus came to earth, the leaders of Israel had added to God’s law and turned it into a religious system without the relationship.  Jesus rebuked the religious leaders of the day, saying, “…in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:9).  They were rebuked because whatever show of obedience they had was motivated by self-righteousness, self-interest, not love for God. Those who were promised rewards for obedience were rebuked many times because their obedience was not from the heart, proving incomplete (Isaiah 29:13; Malachi 2:13–18; 3:8–15; Matthew 23:15–28).
The doctrine of common grace pertains to the sovereign grace of God bestowed upon all of mankind regardless.  “The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made” (Psalm 145:9; Matthew 5:45).  Luke 6:35 specifically states that God, “is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.” For example, every breath that the wicked man takes is an example of the mercy of our holy God.  Yet, Paul said of a group of unregenerate Gentiles that they “do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law” (Romans 2:14).  In short, doing right reaps corresponding benefits, but denying God from Whom they originate is remembered by God, applied as “coals” upon unbelieving heads (Pr. 25:22; Rom. 12:20).  
· Conclusion: Of all the decisions you will face in this life, the decision as to Christ in your life is the most important temporally and everlastingly…and it is immediately before you.  God is calling us to one of two things: salvation or a deeper walk.  There is nothing to lose – everything to gain!
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