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Ephesians 6:10 Strong in the Lord
Ephesians 6:10 - “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”
What is it to be strong in the Lord?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Finally” or in the Greek, “Loipon” means, “remaining, the rest of, hereafter”; “strong” or “Endunamoo” meaning, “strengthened; to receive strength”; “power” or “Kratos” meaning, “force; dominion, sovereignty”; “might” or “Ischus” meaning, “ability; might; strength.”
· Literal Interpretation: With reference to the remaining time you must (purposely surrender in order to) make yourself strong in the Lord and in the sovereignty that stems from His mighty ability.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul has been teaching the Ephesians about the high calling of God in Christ Jesus and the life that flows from it. He has outlined the standards of this life for believers individually, for fellowship within the Christian community, and for the more intimate family relationships within the home. Now, Paul reminds them that the Christian life means participation in a spiritual battle.   
Since believers are engaged in an ongoing spiritual battle with the powers of darkness, they cannot endure without the power of God. To be strong in the Lord and the power of His might is vital to living a victorious Christian life:
· First, it’s important to understand what “be strong in the Lord” does not mean. In the original Greek language, the term is a passive voice verb meaning “to be rendered (more) capable or able for some task.” To be strong in the Lord does not involve building up your own strength; rather, they must be empowered or be strengthened, as the Greek voice indicates;
· The next key to understanding what it means to be strong in the Lord is the apostle’s use of “in the Lord.” Only when our lives are positioned in the Lord, in union with Him, do we possess the appropriate power to overcome the enemy. Jesus said, “Remain in me, as I also remain in you; apart from me you can do nothing’” (John 15:4–5).
· Earlier in Ephesians, Paul had prayed that his readers might understand and experience God’s power (1:19–23), confirming one can…one must;  
· When Paul encourages believers to “be strong in the Lord,” he is calling them to steadfastness— abiding in Christ and trusting in the Lord’s power for everything in life. True Christian strength comes from recognizing our utter dependence on God (Philippians 4:13):
· “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58);

· To be steadfast and unmovable is to be spiritually grounded. A steadfast person knows what he believes and cannot be “tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching” (Ephesians 4:14). An unmovable person can hear false teaching, engage doubters, and defend truth without it shaking his own faith.  Paul expresses his concern for the church: “I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). Believers can be deceived; 
· To remain steadfast and unmovable we have to know the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15).  To accurately handle the word of truth, we must not only read the Bible, but we must allow it to become part of us. Its truth should so penetrate our minds and hearts that it shapes our thinking and our actions. It should so fill our minds that we can detect error when we hear it. Why?  Because Satan uses Scripture for his own purposes, twisting it to sound as though it says something it doesn’t say (Luke 4:9–11);

· If we have not been diligent in our study and meditation on truth, we are vulnerable to error. The false religions of the world can be persuasive when they quote Bible verses to support their error. Even Christians can be duped by smooth-sounding heresy if they do not have a solid grounding in the “whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27);

· It is God’s desire that we grow daily in our understanding of Him and His Word so that we will remain faithful to the end (John 8:31; 2 Peter 1:2; 3:18; 1 John 2:24).
· Often we are strongest in the Lord when we operate in the realm of human weakness. God allowed Satan to afflict Paul, but God’s purpose was to keep Paul humble and to demonstrate His power through his life (2 Cor. 12:9).  The power of Christ in the Christian’s life can be defined as “power in weakness,” for the Lord’s grace is apprehended only in recognition of our weakness.  In short, surrender…then get out of the way.
· Conclusion: To be strong in the Lord is to first know Jesus as your savior.  Is He?  Second, without steadfast surrender there is no victory much less life in Jesus.  Each is an act of the will, yours yielding to His…and now is the time.
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