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Ephesians 6:9 God: No Respecter of Persons
Ephesians 6:9 - “And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with him.”
God is not wrongfully partial.  Why?  To determine the Biblical answers, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Forbearing” or in the Greek, “Aniemi” means, “loosen; calm; relax”; “respect of persons” or “Prosopolepsia” meaning, “partiality.”
· Literal Interpretation: And you, masters, do the same with reference to them.  Calm down, stop threatening them, because you know that the Master, both theirs and yours in heaven, and there is no respect of persons with Him.
· Contextual/Comparison: Paul is not writing to unsaved masters and slaves, but the sanctified, underscoring the equalizing factor of Jesus Christ in our social relations.  Everything changes:
· Forbearing:

· Based upon sincerity of heart to Christ (v 5); not with eye-service to men-pleasers but as servants of Christ (v 6); with the proper attitude, serving the Lord and not man (v 7), Paul underscores that the Lord in heaven is watching closely, monitoring their and…by implication… our behavior.
· Further, the Lord Who is at the right hand of God in heaven, with all the glory which is His, since His resurrection (Eph. 1:17-23) is not even slightly impressed with the man-made social and political distinctions which human society invents and seeks to impose.
· Therefore, in the vernacular, Paul instructs the ill-tempered master as from the Lord Himself: “Knock it off – this is a point of judgment.”

· Respecter of persons

· God is no respecter of persons (Rom. 2:11; Col. 3:25) however, God will see that each is judged justly on a basis of personal merit which, applied to the group Paul has been addressing, includes nagging wives, overbearing husbands, dictatorial parents and misbehaving children;
· The Bible is clear that favoritism is not God’s will for our lives:

· First, favoritism is incongruent with God’s character: “God does not show favoritism” (Romans 2:11). All are equal before Him. Ephesians 6:9 says, “There is no favoritism with him.” Colossians 3:25 teaches God’s fairness in judgment: “Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism”;
· Second, the Bible teaches Christians are not to show favoritism: “My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism” (James 2:1); 
· Third, the Bible calls favoritism sin: “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers” (James 2:8-9). Favoritism is a serious offense against God’s call to love one’s neighbor as oneself;
· Fourth, church leaders are especially charged not to show favoritism. Paul commanded Timothy, a young church leader (1 Timothy 5:21);
· Fifth, it is difficult to avoid showing favoritism. Even Christ’s closest followers struggled with bias against people different from them (Acts 10:34);
· When we say that God is just, we mean that He is perfectly righteous in His treatment of His creatures: 
· God shows no partiality in terms of attributes (Acts 10:34);
· He commands against the mistreatment of others (Zechariah 7:10);  
· He perfectly executes vengeance against oppressors (2 Thessalonians 1:6; Romans 12:19); 
· God is just in meting out rewards: “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them” (Hebrews 6:10); 
· He is equally just in meting out punishments: “Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism” (Colossians 3:25); 
· Justice and righteousness, which always work hand in hand, are the foundation of God’s throne (Psalm 89:14).
· Conclusion: Let me tell you to whom God is partial: those who accept Jesus as Savior.  Otherwise, not at all.  And this has nothing to do with your weight, color, gender or income.  It has everything to do with submission to Jesus: is He your Savior?  And to the saved, is He your Lord?  Now is the time.
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