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Ephesians 6:12 Principalities and Powers
Ephesians 6:12- “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
Who is it with whom we “wrestle”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Darkness” or in the Greek, “Skotos” meaning, “ignorance of the divine”; “spiritual” or “Pneumatikos” meaning, “soul”; “wickedness” or “Poneria” meaning, “evil.”
· Literal Interpretation: Because our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against organized rulers and powers who foster ignorance of God, against forces of evil trained at the human soul in the superheavenlies.
· Contextual/Comparison: First, Paul affirms our battle is indeed spiritual, not primarily physical. The enemies we face, ultimately, are not people or objects but true sin perpetrated by evil spiritual forces.  The phrase “principalities and powers” occurs six times in the Bible, five referring to a vast array of evil and malicious spirits who make war against everything and everyone that is of God:
1. Romans 8:37–39: the “powers” referred to here are those with miraculous powers, whether false teachers and prophets or the very demonic entities that empower them. What is clear is that, whoever they are, they cannot separate us from the love of God. Victory is assured.  We are “more than conquerors” because no force—not life, not death, not angels, not demons, indeed nothing—can separate us from the love of God;

2. Colossians 1:16: the clear statement that God is the Creator and Ruler over all authorities, whether they submit to Him or rebel against Him. Whatever power the evil forces possess, they are not out of the ultimate control of our sovereign God, who uses even the wicked for bringing about His perfect plan and purpose (Dan. 4:35; Is. 46:10–11);

3. Colossians 2:15: in keeping with all things, the powers are created by Christ and therefore under His control. They are not to be feared, for they have been disarmed by the cross.  The record of our wrongdoing, with which Satan accuses us before God, is nailed with Christ to the cross. It is thereby destroyed, and the powers can no longer successfully accuse us; we are innocent in the eyes of God. Hence, they are disarmed;

4. Ephesians 3:10–11: presents different principalities and powers—those of the heavenly realms;

5. Ephesians 6:12: declares the warfare in which we are engaged as we battle throughout our lives trusting in God’s victory;

6. Titus 3:1: God’s earthly authorities - “rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves” (Rom. 13:2).

Second, Paul identifies our spiritual enemies – "ranks" within the demonic armies:

· "Rulers" indicate a top level of evil spiritual forces;

· “Authorities" refer to general forces of evil attacking believers;

· "Cosmic powers" refers to the worldwide nature of this spiritual battle;

· "Evil in the heavenly places" again emphasizes a battle beyond this world reaching into Heaven itself.
Angels fall into two categories: the "unfallen" and “fallen.”  Unfallen angels are those who have remained holy throughout their existence, called "holy angels." In Scripture, generally when angels are mentioned, it is this class in view. By contrast, the fallen angels are those who have not maintained their holiness.  Holy angels also fall into special classes, with certain ones named: 
· Michael the archangel is likely the head of all the holy angels, and his name means "who is like unto God?" (Daniel 10:21; 12:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7-10); 
· Gabriel is one of the principal messengers of God, his name meaning "hero of God," and was entrusted with important messages such as those delivered to Daniel (Daniel 8:16; 9:21), to Zechariah (Luke 1:18-19), and to Mary (Luke 1:26-38); 

· Most holy angels are not named in the Bible but are described only as "elect angels" (1 Timothy 5:21).
· Some angels are designated as "cherubim," which are living creatures who defend God's holiness from any defilement of sin (Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:18, 20); 

· "Seraphim" are another class of angels, mentioned only once in Scripture (Isaiah 6:2-7) described as having three pairs of wings, praising God, being God's messengers to earth, and are especially concerned with the holiness of God;

· Most of the references to holy angels in Scripture refer to their ministries, which are broad. Holy angels were present at creation, the giving of the Law, the birth of Christ and His resurrection, the Ascension, and they will be present at the rapture of the Church, have ‘ministries’ during the Tribulation and the second coming of Christ.

The fallen angels are also innumerable, though considerably less than the holy angels, and are described as fallen from their first estate:

· Led by Satan, who was originally a cherub, the fallen angels defected, rebelled against God, and became sinful in their nature and work;

· Fallen angels have been divided into two classes: those who are free and those who are bound; 

· Of the fallen angels, Satan alone is given particular mention in the Bible. When Satan fell (John 8:44; Luke 10:18), he drew after him one third of the angels. Of those, some are reserved in chains awaiting judgment (1 Corinthians 6:3; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6), and the remainder are free and are the demons, or devils, to whom reference is made throughout the New Testament (Mark 5:9, 15; Luke 8:30; 1 Timothy 4:1);

· They are Satan's servants in all his undertakings and share his doom (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10).
· Conclusion: Given what we have learned, is it any wonder trouble and calamity befall us?  Do you need victory?  It is found only in Christ – surrender to Him today!
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