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Ephesians 6:12 Spiritual Warfare 
Ephesians 6:12- “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
What is it to “wrestle”?  To determine the Biblical answer, we look to:  
· Grammatical Usage: “Wrestle” or in the Greek, “Pale” means, “struggle.”
· Literal Interpretation: Because our struggle is not against flesh and blood….”
· Contextual/Comparison: There are two primary errors when it comes to spiritual warfare—over-emphasis and under-emphasis:

· Some blame every conflict on demonic activity, although Jesus did not; 
· Others completely ignore the spiritual realm despite Ephesians 6:12;

The key to successful spiritual warfare is Biblical instruction: “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).    
Broadly speaking, spiritual awareness is the consciousness of spiritual matters: 
· There is no doubt that the spiritual realm is real (Matthew 17:18);  
· Spiritual awareness can be a good thing or a bad thing, depending on the spirit in question and the motive of the person seeking the awareness:
· Connection to evil spirits is not beneficial. Unfortunately, evil spirits often present themselves as beings of light and knowledge, and “even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Psychics and “ghost-hunters” often have a spiritual awareness of what demonic forces are doing, but this is not a good thing because the demons’ goal is to lie and delude;
· The serpent in the garden tempted Eve with knowledge or “awareness” of things that were beyond her comprehension. When she told the serpent that she and Adam would die if they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the serpent (Satan) said, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:4–5). The serpent promised a type of spiritual awareness that only brought Eve harm;
· Jesus, of course, had spiritual awareness. Jesus “knew all people. He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person” (John 2:24–25). Jesus knew the hypocrisy of those who came to entrap Him (Mark 12:15) and had all knowledge of the spiritual forces at work in the world (Luke 22:31);

· As an apostle of Jesus, Peter was given the ability to see the spiritual condition of Simon the sorcerer in Samaria: “I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin” Peter rightly concluded (Acts 8:23).

· All believers should possess a certain amount of spiritual awareness. We have been removed from the kingdom of darkness and placed into the kingdom of light (Colossians 1:13). Our spiritual eyes have been opened to the reality of our sinful condition, the grace of God, and the lies of the enemy. We know the love of God; we experience the comfort of the Holy Spirit. We understand that we are in a spiritual battle (Eph. 6:12) and that Satan has a plan: “We are not unaware of his schemes” (2 Cor. 2:11);
· Our spiritual awareness is the result of Christ’s redemption. In Christ, we have a whole new perspective (Colossians 3:1–3).  We know there is more to life than what we can see, hear, and touch; our existence is not limited to the material realm. “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). There is a spiritual reality, and God’s children are aware of it;
A word of caution concerning spiritual warfare:

· The name of Jesus is not a magic incantation that causes demons to flee from before us. The seven sons of Sceva are an example of what can happen when people presume an authority they have not been given (Acts 19:13–16); 

· Even Michael the archangel did not rebuke Satan in his own power but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” (Jude 1:9);

· There is a shift in the latter part of the New Testament regarding demonic warfare. The teaching portions of the New Testament (Romans through Jude) refer to demonic activity, yet do not discuss the actions of casting them out, nor are believers exhorted to do so. 
· We are told to put on the armor to stand against them (Ephesians 6:10-18). We are told to resist the devil (James 4:7), be careful of him (1 Peter 5:8), and not give him room in our lives (Ephesians 4:27). However, we are not told how to cast him or his demons out of others, or that we should even consider doing so.
· When we start talking to the devil, we run the risk of being led astray as Eve was (Genesis 3:1–7); 

· Our focus should be on God, not demons; we speak to Him, not them.
· Conclusion: The reality of the supernatural is unsettling to many, even believers.  Yet, in Christ is our peace.  Do you have the peace of God?  
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